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THE TRIUMPH OF GRACE OVER SIN. 




IN and Grace are two things exceedingly 
great, sin exceedingly great in its sinfulness, 
grace exceedingly great in its riches. These 
two things in their exceeding greatness we here place 
face to face, and side by side ; not to look at each 
other in a state of inaction, but to try their strength 
in the field of actual conflict, where we may see the 
superiority and mighty triumph of the riches of that 
Grace which comes to us in God's kindness through 
Christ Jesus. Sin is great, great in the number of its 
transgressions, great in strength, and exceedingly great 
in sinfulness ; but Grace is more than a match for it, 
and is ever triumphing and gaining victories over it, 
both sure and lasting. In its conflict with Sin, Grace 
never loses, Grace never )delds to Sin ; but Sin must 
ever yield to Grace. "Sin shall not have dominion 
over you, for ye are not under the law but under 
Grace." It is to the superiority and mightiness of 
Grace in its triumph over Sin that w^ '^ya. vcl \5cvrs>r. 
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pages to direct attention. We bring together the 
Grace of Christ in its exceeding riches, and Sin in its 
exceeding greatness, trusting that we may experience, 
to the comfort of our souls, the power of His Grace to 
do for us what the law great in goodness and holiness 
cannot do. " For what the law could not in that it 
was weak through the flesh, God sending his own Son 
in the likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin, condemned 
sin in the flesh, that the righteousness of the law might 
be fulfilled in us who walk not aftisr the flesh but after 
the spirit." 

In the pages that follow we shall have frequent 
occasion to use the * terms " Sin^^ ^"^ guilt of sin,*^ 
" strength of sin^^ and " sinfulness of sin^ With regard 
to these terms we have to say that by sin we mean a 
violation of God's law ; and by guilt the state of con- 
demnation or of death into which sin brings us. By 
the strength of sin we mean its power to effect its pur- 
pose to break the law ; by the sinfulness of sin, its 
odiousness and vileness in the eye of Holiness as a 
moral evil. Sin is disobedience, and as disobedience 
it is an evil, and an evil in its own nature having a 
vileness and odiousness apart from the law that forbids 
it. Sin is, in fact, a twofold evil ; it is disobedience, 
and therefore a vile thing in the sight of the lawgiver; 
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it is a moral evil, and therefore a vile thing in the sight 
of Him who is of purer eyes than to behold iniquity. 
Now the guilt of sin having respect to the violation of 
the law, takes possession of the conscience, for there 
we find recorded the guilt of all our sins^ and there 
they lie, accusing, condemning, and subjecting us to 
the wrath and curse of God, till purged by atoning 
grace. The strength of sin being its power to set 
the law at defiance, has respect to the will, the ruling 
faculty of man's soul, which it leads captive and 
holds enslaved till grace by its strength, subdues and 
sets it free. The sinfulness of sin considered in the 
light of a moral evil, has respect to the heart or nature 
of man, which it defiles and keeps in a state of pollu- 
tion and depravity till grace renews the soul by its 
purifying efficacy. Let it then be observed that grace 
not only meets our guilt and removes it from the con- 
science, but meets the strength of sin and subdues it 
in the will, and meets the sinfulness of sin by renew- 
ing and sanctifying the heart 
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GRACE TRIUMPHING OVER THE GUILT OF SIN. 



Chapter I. 

SIN GREAT IN GUILT. 




^* IH^^^MI ^^ ^^^^ ^^^ great in guilt from the nature of 
sin, " But sin, that it might appear sin 
working death in me by that which is 
good, that sin by the commandment might become 
exceeding sinful." Sin is not anger or passion — not 
a violent and sudden outburst of feeling, but a deliber- 
ate and wilful violation of God's law ; for there may 
be anger where there is no sin, " Be ye angry and sin 
not." If it were anger or passion it might be allayed 
or pacified, but sin cannot be pacified, it must be de- 
stroyed ; it is not a fault or failing, for a fault may be 
amended, but sin cannot be amended, it cannot be 
made anything but what it is ; it is not a weakness 
adhering to frail humanity, for weakness may be 
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strengthened, but sin must be subdued; nor is it 
an enemy, for enemies however hostile may be recon- 
ciled and live ever after on friendly terms; Sin is 
enmity, something irreconcilable to God, "not 
subject to th€ law of God neither indeed can be," 
and herein lies the greatness of its guilt. It has gone 
into the very heart of man, has corrupted his whole 
nature, and refuses to let go its hold until destroyed 
and eradicated by grace. 

2. Our sins are great in guilt from their number. 
Our sins are vastly numerous, they are legion, they 
cannot be numbered, **Who can understand his 
errors ? " We might as well try to count the dew-drops 
of the morning, or the motes in the sunbeam floating 
around us in millions, as try to count the number of 
our sins. The law requires us to love God with all 
our heart, and mind, and strength, and our neighbour 
as ourselves, and demands that all our thoughts, words,, 
and actions be love, thought in love, spoken in love 
done in love, and whatever comes short of this, is sin. 
Our unholy thoughts and impure emotions, as well as 
our unchaste words and actions, are taken notice of 
and recorded against us as sin. This, human law can- 
not do, and therefore many a guilty man is regarded 
as innocent because his unlov'vivg a.xv^ ^Oa€^vi\i&\NR»xx 
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is beyond its detection ; but the law of God being 
spiritual takes notice of a man's spirit and of all its 
movements, detects every unholy emotion and desire 
and every vain imagination, and marks them all as 
sin. When we consider the number of thoughts that 
pass through the inind, the words spoken, and the 
actions done by us in a single hour, not to speak of 
years, and that each and all of them is sin, we find the 
guilt attaching to this vast and countless array of sins 
possesses a greatness truly inconceivable. By the 
greatness of their number they constitute an unbroken 
chain which reaches from the conscience where their 
accumulated guilt lies, to the throne of God, and acts 
as a conducting-rod by which God sends down his 
wrath into the guilty and sinning soul. The Prophet 
felt this when he said, " O my God, I am ashamed and 
blush to lift up my face to thee, my God, for our 
iniquities are increased over our head and our trespass 
is gone up into the heavens.'' 

3. Our sins are great in guilt from the character of 
the law they violate. The law of the Lord is good, 
holy, and just ; it bears the impress of his own character 
and is the full expression of his will, while it is the tie 
that binds to himself and his throne all his intelligent 
creation as they move round him in holy and loving 
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obedience. It is like the law which keeps our earth 
ever moving in its appointed place round the sun 
from which it receives its light and beauty. Set it free 
from that law and it becomes an eternal desolation. 
So when man broke the law — the tie that bound him 
to God — his soul become a ruin, his life went out, his 
beauty faded, his peace and joy departed, and Qod, 
the object of his love, became the object of his 
hatred. To break a law that binds us to God, the 
fountain of life and of all goodness, and to cast our- 
selves beyond the influence of his light and love, into 
a region of death and darkness, is a sin of the highest 
magnitude. 

4. Our sins are great in guilt from the dishonour they 
cast on God the lawgiver, God is so intimately con- 
nected with his law that an offence against it is an 
offence against himself. The law and God the lawgiver 
are one. Not so, humian laws and lawgivers ; there is 
no natural bond uniting the one to the other. The 
sovereign of a country dies and the law remains, or 
the law is abolished and the sovereign still lives and 
reigns, or the law is against the King and the King 
against the law. But God and his law are one, 
eternal and unchangeable, for his law being the free 
and natural outcomt of his moral cYi^xajcXw^^sA "^^ 
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full expression of his will, an offence against it is an 
offence against himself. The laws of a nation may 
press hard as they often do, and inflict grievous injury 
on not a few of its subjects, and resistance to the 
law, however much they may love and respect the 
person of their sovereign, becomes their duty as well 
as their safety and that of their children after them. 
They break the law in self-defence whilst they love the 
sovereign whose character they admire and from whom 
personally they have received nothing but kindness. 
But God is so inseparably connected with his law that 
an offence against it is an offence against himself, for 
there is not-hing in the law that is not in the lawgiver ; 
it is as pure and righteous as himself, and makes full 
provision for all the wants of his creatures, binding 
them to himself, the source of all life and blessedness. 
Therefore disobedience to the law is hatred to God. 
And if the truth will out, it is God Himself the Holy 
One against whom all the emnity of the carnal heart 
is directed. The law is broken to reach the lawgiver 
and to give expression to the intensity of our hatred 
of his existence and character. 

5. Our sins are great in guilt from the manner of 
their commission. When the law comes into the heart 
to forbid and to condemn sin, sin multiplies and 
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abounds. The holiness of the law awakens the un- 
holiness of the heart to oppose and resist it, and even 
those acts of external obedience that were wont to 
be done are not now done, but a direct and hostile 
opposition is made to all its requirements. The law 
instead of arresting sin makes it to abound. Its 
friendly warnings are treated with contempt and its 
rewards are despised.. The greatest enemy may be 
persuaded by friendly arguments, and induced by 
motives sufficiently powerful to yield, but sin is not 
an enemy ; . it is enmity, and arguments and motives 
only increase its malignity ; the greatest darkness that 
ever brooded over us may be removed by light suffi- 
ciently strong, but light only intensifies sin in its 
enmity. We let the light of the glorious gospel into 
our minds ; we search after God, we cultivate to the 
fullest our mental faculties ; we study God's works, 
and read his word, where he manifests the glory and 
grace of his character ; and the more we see and know 
of God the more intensely we hate his character ; the 
nearer we come to Him the more we sin, " If I had 
not come and spoken unto them they had not had 
sin." We sin not through ignorance of the law, or 
through inattention to its requirements, we sin wilfully, 
we sin knowing that we are doing tN\\,H«^ \c\^wj^\a 
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do evil ; our hearts are set on evil, and the evil that 
we intend to do is to dishonour God and to rob him 
of his glory, and to set ourselves up as gods in his 
room. 




Chapter II. 

GRACE GREAT IN MERIT — BLOTS OUT THE GUILT OF SIN. 

I. "^IPJS^^RACE blots it out cofnpletely. The complete- 
ness with which grace blots out sin, is the 
completeness with which a cloud is blotted 
out from the heavens. Through the power of the wind 
when it rises in its strength, not a trace of it is left 
behind to tell where it was. Even so the guilt of our 
sins that cover our whole spiritual heavens as with one 
thick unbroken cloud of darkness, grace blots out, and 
forthwith the face of God shines on us with favour 
and delight. '* I have blotted out as a thick cloud thy 
transgressions and as a cloud thy sinsj return unto me 
for I have redeemed thee." When we forget our sins 
God remembers them ; when we hide them from our 
own eye, God's eye sees them ; when we blot them out 
from our memory they still remain in God's Book of 
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Kemembrance, with his eye ever resting on them ; and 
when conscience by reason of its deadness ceases 
to accuse us of their guilt, the cry of them, although 
unheard by us, comes up before God demanding just 
and righteous retribution ; but when grace blots them 
out, the eye of God sees them no more, nor does the 
conscience any longer fieel their guilt; for there is 
BOW no sin to see and no guilt to accuse, for grace 
not only pacifies, it purges the conscience. " How 
much more shall the blood of Christ purge your con- 
science from dead works to serve the living God." 
" Because that the worshippers once purged, should 
have had no more conscience of sin." 

2. Grace blots out sin wvweariedly. It is not by 
one, it is by many acts of grace that sin is blotted 
oat. The forgiven man has more sins to blot out 
than have been blotted out. Up from his polluted 
heart there rises cloud after cloud of unforgiven sin, 
and each succeeding one darker and blacker; but 
grace by its ceaseless workings, ever free and ever 
meritorious, blots them out. Here we see the mighti- 
ness of grace in its daily, hourly triumph over the 
mighty rush of sins ever flowing from the heart. We 
have got a full and free pardon of all past sins, and 
we are now rejoicing in its b\esatdTit^%\\wX c^xa \^^ 
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is only transitory, and our peace of short duration. 
Out rush from that heart of ours, at present so full of 
peace and joy, a multitude of sins- and worldly lusts 
we never knew to be within us. But let not our faith 
waver. Let us look not to the greatness of our guilt 
nor to the multitude of our sins, but only to the grace 
of Christ, that has already brought us so many pardons, 
all full and free, and the grace we need shall now be 
ours, and will instantly do again for us what it has so 
often done for us before. Letus only believe, and pardon 
with its blessed fruits of j.oy and- peaces is ours. But 
no sooner are we pardoned than we again rush into sin, 
and the thought of so many pardons all slighted, and 
so much grace already spent seemingly in vain, over- 
whelms us with dismay. Heart and flesh faint and 
fail within us. We sit down in despair, for sin has 
got the seeming mastery over us ; we- are weak and 
we feel our weakness, for our sin is multiplied against 
us. But although we are weak, grace is still mighty 
and meritorious. It has lost nothing of its merit in 
its conflict with our sins, and what it did for us before 
it will do again. Let us only believe, and still believe 
and our sins shall straightway be blotted out. " Who 
is a God like unto thee that pardoneth iniquity 1"— 
not only once but agaia and again, and as long as 
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there is siu in us to pardon. " Lord, how often shall 
my brother sin against me and I forgive him. Till 
seven times % Jesus saith unto him, I say not unto 
thee until seven times, but until seventy times seven." 
Grace sets no limit to its forgiving power. It looks 
not to the number of our sins, nor to the number of 
pardons we have received, but to its own freeness and 
fulness, and to its infinite greatness and its ever abiding 
merit. And for our comfort, and that we may instantly 
come and be pardoned and once more have the peace 
of God ruling our hearts, let us cast ourselves on God's 
pardoning mercy and behold the triumph of the grace 
of Christ in forgiving us until seventy times seven. 

3. Grace blots out sin effectually. It is not sin 
that has been pardoned that reappears to disturb our 
peace and break up our fellowship with a sin-forgiving 
God. Sins once pardoned are pardoned for ever. The 
army of Egyptians that overcame Israel at Megiddo, 
that slew their king and put their land under tribute, 
was not the army that was drowned in the Red Sea 
while pursuing Israel when they left the land of their 
bondage — that army Israel never saw again except as 
it lay dead on the shore of the sea, where they sang 
their song of triumph over it. Or the cloud that has 
passed away from our view and left tii^ ha^N^XkS* ^^'w. 
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and bright above our heads, is not the cloud that now 
clothes them in darkness. Even so the sins that grace 
has so triumphantly blotted out, and in the blessedness 
of whose forgiveness we are rejoicing, are not the sins 
that are now rising against us in such numbers and 
overcoming us — these we ought to remember and 
realise, having been all forgiven, have now no existence 
either in the Book of God's Remembrance or in the 
Book of Conscience, save in the memory as a subject 
of eternal praise and thanksgiving. The sins that are 
now disturbing our peace and leading us away captive, 
are sins new and fresh that rise up from the deep 
depths of a polluted heart, not sins that have already 
been forgiven, for sins that God has cast behind his 
back, he never will bring up and set in order before 
us for our condemnation. His word, his oath, and 
his righteous character secure this. " For as I have 
sworn that the waters of Noah should no more go over 
the earth, so have I sworn that I would not be wroth 
with thee nor rebuke thee." " For the mountains 
shall depart, and the hills be removed, but my kind- 
ness shall not depart from me, neither shall the 
covenant of my peace be removed, saith the Lord 
that hath mercy on thee." " The gifts and calling of 
God are without repentance." Let us then only 
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believe and realise that sins once pardoned are par- 
doned for ever, and not let their dark shadow disturb 
our peace and break up our communion with God, 
for it is but their shadow that is before us, the sub- 
stance is for ever destroyed. We who believe in 
Jesus, and have had our sins forgiven by grace, are 
only passing through the valley of the shadow of death ; 
death itself and all that brings death we have already 
passed from. Let us now look at our past sins that 
grace has blotted out, as Israel looked on Pharaoh's 
army, over which they sang their triumphant song of 
thanksgiving. It is our present sins, the sins that are 
ever rising from the imperfectly sanctified heart within 
us, that the eye of faith is called to look at, that grace 
may be ours to blot them out ; and once blotted out 
they are effectually and for ever blotted out, and their 
condemning power for ever gone. 

4. Grace blots sin out righteously, Grace is not 
mere love ; it is righteousness — the fulfilment of the 
law. It is not therefore by love but by grace that sin 
is forgiven. To forgive sin is not merely a loving and 
a merciful act of a kind and loving father, it is the 
righteous act of a righteous and just judge acting 
according to the strictest and sternest justice. To 
forgive a debt standing against us n<iVi\cJcv ^\i^'Cw«.\saa» 
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paid is not an act of love or of pity, but of justice. 
The payment of the debt by another is an act of love, 
but the blotting out of it an act of justice. Sin is the 
debt we have contracted, and grace being the full pay- 
ment of it, has a right to blot it out, both from the 
Book of God*s Remembrance that his wrath may be 
averted, and from the Book of Conscience that it 
may not disturb our peace, and interfere with the love 
and service we owe to a sin-forgiving God. Whilst 
grace, however, is not love, it springs from love, from 
those deep-seated springs of love that well up in the 
heart of Jehovah. Love is prior to all grace, love 
produces grace. *' Hereby perceive we the love of God 
because he laid down his life for us." And but for 
love grace had never existed. Grace comes therefore 
by love and in the channel of love, perfumed with 
love's sweetest savour and does what mere love cannot 
do. Love gave Christ as a propitiation for sin ; and 
forgiveness to all them that believe in him is an act 
of justice. And it is the justness or righteousness of 
the forgiveness that satisfies the conscience and enables 
the forgiven to draw near to God in full assurance of 
faith, and to trust and to rejoice in him in all time to 
come. 
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Chapter III. 

GRACE GREAt IN MERIT — ^PACIFIES THE CONSCIENCE. 

» 

I. ^Syi^SkJ^-^ CE pacifies the conscience with the true 
knowledge of all past sins.^ We may have 
peace by. hiding our past sins amid the 
deep folds of a forgetful memory or by covering them 
under a heap of dead works^ or by thinking of them as 
less in number or less in sinfulness than they are, or by 
viewing them' ?l^ failings or infirmities and not as sins 
or offences against a holy God, which bring down on 
us His righteous indignation. But when set before us in 
their true and only character as sin, and seen in their 
countless ntimbers as well as in their exceeding sinful- 
ness and offensiveness to the Eye of infinite purity, we 
can' have peace only by grace. Our past sins are now 
before us — before us in all their greatness — the eye 
c^ faith rests on them in all their untold numbers, and 
our peace remains unbroken and undisturbed, for grace 
has purged our conscience of all their guilt. It is 
the sins now lying on our conscience unconfessed 
and unforgiven, and not our past sins confessed and 
forgiven, recalled by memory and set before us by 
imagination, that break up our peace. T\\e^^\.^1 
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these, although we can recall them, no longer rests 
on the conscience. The Israelities might think and 
talk many long years after, as doubtless they did, of 
the army that pursued them on the night of their 
final emancipation from their long and cruel bondage, 
but when recalled. to memory or seen by imagination 
in all its vastness and warlike glory as it pursued them 
hard to the waters of the sea where it perished, that 
army thus recalled never at any future tiipe filled them 
with the least alarm. Even so we can look now, or 
on a dying bed, at the sins of our past life as we recall 
them to memory, or see them by faith in the light that 
is breaking in upon our souls from the Eternal World 
of Spirits into which we are just about to enter; and with 
our eye fully enlightened and our mind enlarged to 
comprehend their true nature and character, we can 
have them from our youth up to the last hour of 
the appointed period of our threescore and ten years 
set before us in all their magnitude, and the peace 
of God that passeth all understanding keeps our 
minds and rules our hearts because the worshippers 
once purged have no more conscience of sin. 

2. Grace pacifies the conscience with the true know- 
ledge of the law. (i) Peace may be ours by shutting 
out the law that reveals our sins, which are so faith- 
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fully and fully, although invisibly, recorded in the 
pages of the Book of Conscience. Saul of Tarsus 
whilst his sins were unpardoned and his heart unre- 
newed lived before God in all good conscience, for 
the law that reveals sin, he kept from casting its light 
on his sin-laden conscience. (2) Peace may be ours, 
also" through ignorance of the true character of the law^ 
as accepting nothing less than perfect obedience and 
inflicting nothing less than death as the penalty of its 
violation. That the law inflicts a penalty so great and 
terrible as death, many are slow to believe. They 
rather believe the lie of Satan who said and still says, 
**Ye shall not surely die." That death eternal is 
a punishment far too great for the failings and short- 
comings of weak humanity, they in their ignorance 
believe and live in peace here their short span of life. 
(3) And we may have peace also, as many have, 
by framing for ourselves a law less just, less holy, less 
spiritual than God's law to suit the tastes, the desires, 
and the weakness of our sinful hearts ; and by giving 
to this law, which we now call the law of God, our most 
sincere obedience, peace becomes ours ; but Iqt God's 
own law enter our hearts, as it did in its holiness and 
justice the heart of Paul, let it enter as the command- 
ment in all its integrity, untouched and MTv\.axTi[\i^^^\s^ 
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the hand of man, setting aside all the commandments 
of men, however carefully and skillfully framed — let 
it enter as the law of God requiring perfect obedience 
to all its precepts,* and proclaiming death to every 
soul of man that doeth evil, then. conscience awakes 
and peace flees at the sound of its first footstep ; and 
as the tramp of its divine and eternal authority is 
more distinctly heard, conscience becomes more and 
more alarmed and refuses to be pacified till grace 
purges away our guilt and invests us with the righteous- 
ness of the law. And now bearing the very righteous^ 
ness of the law, and having our conscience purged 
from all guilt, the more we know of its holiness and its 
divine authority, the greater is our peace. In its 
presence even whilst demanding perfect obedience 
and denouncing eternal death on every transgressor, 
our peace still flows on as a river. 

3. Grace pacifies t/te conscience with the true know- 
ledge of God's character. Whilst the character of God 
as a sin-hating and sin-avenging God is unknown, and 
whilst our eye sees him not and our ear hears him 
not, and whilst we entertain false conceptions of what 
will please him as an atonement for the sin of our 
souls, and while we continue ignorant of our relation 
to him as condemned sinners-r-whilst thus shutting- 
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him out from our hearts or clothing him in attributes 
which bring him down to our own level, making for 
ourselves a god that will accommodate himself to 
meet the sinfulness of our hearts, we may have peace. 
But let God, the true God be revealed, let us know 
what God really is and our true relation to him as 
sinners, let his eye but rest on us and on our sins, 
and let us see his eye looking at us and at our sins, 
let us see Him as God, the God of the Bible, the God 
that so loved the world as to give his Son as a 
propitiation for our sins, let us see him as he presents 
thie cup of our sins, to his own Son in whom he 
delighteth, let us see that his holiness is so pure and 
his justice so unbending that even when his own 
Son appears in our room and steiad, he cannot 
mitigate or lessen his sufferings, then we know what 
God is, and peace with the true knowledge of what 
he is can be ours only by having a blood- washed 
conscience, and then the nearer God comes to our 
souls, and the truer our conceptions are of what He 
is, the greater is. our peace and the deeper the channel 
in which it flows. 

4. GrcLce pacifies the conscience independently of all 
' outward circumstances. The peace that dwells in a 
Isaived man's heart, the world gives tvoV, ti€v^^\ caxj^Sx. 
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take it away. Its origin is not from beneath but from 

above. It comes not from things seen and temporal 

but from those that are unseen and eternal. It comes 

from the cross of Christ, and whilst the hand of faith 

grasps his cross, peace keeps the mind and rules the 

heart independently of all outward circumstances. 

There is nothing in our lot in life, 'whether we live in 

a cottage amid poverty, or in a palace amidst the 

splendour and glory of a prosp^erous, but vain and 

passing life, whether we lie on a bed of sickness and 

suffering or enjoy the fullest health, whether the cross 

we bear be light or heavy, whether we be loved or 

hated, there is nothing in all this to interrupt the full 

flow of that sweet and precious peace that comes to 

us through the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, " For 

I am persuaded that neither life, nor death, nor angels, 

nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor 

things to come, nor height, nor depth, nor any other 

creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of 

God which is in Christ Jesus, our Lord.'* 

5. Grace pacifies the conscience far ever. There is a 
peace like the calm preceding the storm that brings 
ruin and destruction on every vessel exposed to its 
fury. There is a peace like a truce when hostilities 
cease that the dead may be buried, and the wounded 
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carried oflf the field of battie, that the conflict may go 
on afresh with renewed energy and with more deadly 
hate. This peace' we inay have without 'grace if due 
care be only taken \6 Conceal * oiir ' past sins,' and to 
frame our life on the model' of that of Saul of Tarsiis, 
in order that we may live before God in all good con- 
Science.' This however is not a peace' but a calm, arid 
the calmest sea may soon become the roughest arid 
' the most troubled. It is not, h6wever,'a calm or' a 
' truce we have from a blood-washed Conscience, but' a 
peace as lasting as oui* own existence. And it must 
be so, because it is peace with God bur judge arid law- 
• ^iver, the Lord of the Cdnsciehce, who is able to keep 
it in peace, with him who is our only Lord and Judge, 
and from whose Judgment there is no appeal, for 
there is none beyond him greater than he to whom 
to appeal.- It must be everlasting, for it rests on a 
real foundation, on a law magnified and made honour- 
able, and because the worshippers once purged should 
have no more conscience of sin. Our past sins being all 
righteously forgiven on the ground of a divine atone- 
ment, cannot again appear against us to disturb our 
peace, for the law thus magnified and made honourable 
is secured in all time coming as our peace-giver and 
peace-maker, and the grace that biou^X >aL^ wa ^^^j:.vi.^ 
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as it satisfies the justice of God, secures that God shall 
ever be our friend and the preserver of our peace. 
From no quarter^ from self nor from God, from the 
heavens above nor. from the earth beneath, nor hell 
below, can any storm or tempest come to interefere with 
our peace that flows from the blood of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. ** Who . shall lay, anything to the charge of 
God*8 elect 1 It is God that justifieth, who is he that 
condemneth ? It is Christ that died, yea rather that is 
risen again^ who is even at the right hand of God who 
also maketh intercession . for us. Who shall separate 
us from the love of Christ, shall tribulation, or distress, 
or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or 
sword 1 Nay, in all these things we are more than con- 
querors through him that loved us/V 




PAET SECOISTD. 



GRACE TRIUMPHING OVER THE 
STRENGTH OF SIN. 



PAET SEOOISTD. 



GRACE TRIUMPHING OVER THE STRENGTH 

OF SIN. 



Chapter I. 



SIN GREAT IN STRENGTH. 




I. IRSSffl/A^/x stronger than fallen man. Sin having 
cut the tie that bound man to God, carries 
him along with it, with all the ease the 
current of a mighty river carries along with it in all its 
turnings and windings, the straws that are ever floating 
on its surface. Resistance is vain. Sin holds him. 
Sin grasps him. He must think, will, and act as it bids 
him. He is thoroughly weak and powerless to oppose 
it. He prays against it, vows and resolves to give it 
up. He brings Bible teaching and Bible light to bear . 
on his conscience but sin remains unsubdued and 
unarrested, his will enslaved and his conscience un- 
purged. It resists all his efforts to deliver himself 
from its power and to regain his liberty. His efforts, 
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instead of arresting its progress and subduing its 
strength, only confirm it and send it deeper into his 
soul. It has a strength which as a fallen man he 
cannot resist, a power he cannot subdue, and a vileness 
he cannot remove. 

2. Sin is stronger than Unf alien man. Strong indeed 
were the ties* that bound man to God in his state of 
innocency. There was the tie of a clear, unclouded 
intellect, stored with knowledge, human and divine, 
the tie of a will lying straight with the will of the great 
lawgivOT, the tie of a heart pure and sinless delighting 
in the holiness and purity of him who is of purer eyes 
than to behold iniquity, and there were all the ties of 
goodness, there was the place of his habitation, a 
paradise abounding in all that was pleasant to his eye, 
to. his ear, and to his taste, and there was the 
dominion or lordship which was given him over the 
whole creation of God ; and besides this there was the 
promise of a great and eternal reward to be bestowed 
at no distant day ; there was, too, the tie of free and 
familiar intercourse with God himself, the joy and 
strength of his soul ; and last, not least, there was the 
tie of a father entrusted with the destinies of his ' 
whole posterity. But from the presence of God, through 
these and a thousand other ties A\d sva. caxi^ \s\aic^ 
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when shining in all the glory and beauty of his image, 
so that now he wanders in the region of darkness and 
in the shadow of death, and his cry from the land of 
darkness and death ever is, ** Who will shew us any 
good." 

3. Sin is stronger than the law. The law speaks 
with the voice of divine authority and commands sin 
to come out that the soul may be free, but sin goes 
only deeper into the heart and folds itself closer around 
it, and the farther the law comes in and the closer it 
comes to the heart, sin becomes the stronger. The 
law only increases the enmity of the heart, and its 
commands, and threats instead of subduing, only add 
to the strength of sin and bring out the weakness of 
the law. f* For what the law could not do in that it 
was weak through the flesh, God sending his own son 
in the likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin, condemned 
sin in the flesh that the righteousness of the law might 
be fulfilled in us who walk not after the flesh but after 
the spirit.". The weakness of the law through the 
strength of sin is such, that sin lives and thrives under 
the voice of its thunder at the very foot of Sinai. 
Placing ourselves under it, we learn the justness of all 
its claims, and to the utmost of our power we seek to 
fulfil them. We shut our eyes from seeing^ and stop 
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our ears from hearing vanity, but sin still abides in us, 
and the righteousness which we as sinners have through 
it, only feeds and strengthens the sin of our soul. In 
spite of all its goodness, and of all its threats, sin goes 
deeper into our soul, and our obedience strengthens 
its strength. As the law was too weak to prevent its 
entrance inito the soul and arrest its first movements, 
it is weaker now through the flesh, and cannot expel 
it or subdue its power, or even mitigate its evil. 

4. Sin is stronger than the promise of salvation. The 
salvation of God is great and precious, and is as needful 
as it is precious. Life eternal, pardon, and holiness, 
to be an heir of God and joint heir with Christ of an 
inheritance incorruptible and undefiled, to have a joy 
that is unspeakable and full; of glory, to be a sharer 
of Christ's love, and to wear a crown of righteousness 
that fadeth not away — such is the salvation God holds 
out to us in the word of his promise. This salvation is 
SQ great and precious that, neither the tongue of man 

• 

nor of angel with heaven's choicest words can describe 
it,. nor can the mind of the highest and most gifted of 
creation's sons conceive . its greatness. But yet we 
cannot accept it Sin hath shut our eyes and stopped 
our ears, lest we should hear with our ears and see 
with our eyes and be converted. If it bad xvot ^ 
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strength all but omnipotent, we even as sinners might 
unite our strength and tear ourselves from its grasp 
and lay hold of God*s free and precious promise of 
life. But we cannot, the cords of sin are too strong to 
be broken by sin-diseased and sin-ruined: sinners. " It 
is. not of him that willeth, nor of him that runneth, but 
of God that sheweth mercy." " No man can come to 
me except the Father which hath sent me draw him." 
" And ye will not come to me that ye might have life." 
" O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that killest the prophets 
and stonest them that are sent unto thee, how often 
would I have gathered thy children together even as 
a hen gathereth her chickens under her wings and ye 
would not." Sin by its strength has laid hold of our 
wills, and we will not and cailnot be persuaded by 
the most powerful arguments and motives that are 
presented to us either by man or by God, to close with 
the free offer of salvation. The love of God presenting 
the pardon of all sin, and his wrath threatening ven- 
geance against all impenitent sinners, are motives the 
strongest that can be presented to the mind of man, 
but they are too weak to move or influence him to put 
sin away and lay hold of life eternal. Being sold 
under sin, it is not by arguments or motives, by hopes 
or fears, or by works of righteousness that we have 



How .Sin derives its Strength. 



37 



dpne, but by the washing of regeneration and renewing 
ot the Holy Ghost, that we are moved and made 
willing to give up sin and to return to God. " Thy 
people shall be willing in the day of thy power*" 




Chapter II. 

HOW SIN DERIVES ITS STRENGTH. 

1. IKSS1|/A^ is strong in itself. Sin is strong, not 
because I am weak, for it did not find 
me weak, it found me strong and full of 
life, not the mere wreck and skeleton of a man, but a 
holy man, an upright man, a man full of strength, 
because full of God, full of his love, and full of his 
la^ ; and by its own inherent strength it cast me down 
from my state of innocency into the depths of misery 
and woe. It is sin, not some great and heinous sin, 
not the accumulated sins of along lifetime that has this 
strength, but sin, any sin, even the smallest, " Whoso- 
ever offendeth in one point shall be guilty of all." 

2. Sin is strong by time. All things grow weak and 
feeble by age ; and by length of days some cease even 
to exist, but what brings weakness and fe^bkxi^^ ^"^ 
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aM created things only increases the strength and adds 
to the vigour of sin. A^ we become dd and weak it 
becomes strong, and as it thrives in us, our souls decay ; 
their light, their joy, and their peace depart. No grey 
hairs are found on the head of sin and no wrinkle on 
its brow, it feeds and strengthens on the marrow and 
fatness of our souls, and grows with our growth, and 
strengthens with our strength. 

3. Sin is strong by indulgence. By thinking evil, by 
doing evil, by evil looks, by evil words, and by evil 
desires the appetite for sin becomes whetted and set 
on €dge for farther indulgence, and the more we in- 
dulge these desires, the stronger do they become, and 
the more impetuously do they carry us forward to fulfil 
them; We have otily to give them loose and unbridled 
rein, and they will carry us through the strongest 
motives, through' all the vows we have made, through 
all the terrors of the law, and through all the promises 
of the gospel whereby we have sought to restrain our- 
selves from evil and to keep and guide our footsteps 
in the ways of the Lord. In those who have lived for 
years indulging the desires of the flesh and of the mind, 
we see the strength of sin and the weakness and feeble- 
ness of their souls — their moisture is turned into the 
drought of summer and their bones have become black 
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as an hearth. We speak to them of God, of his love, 
and of his grace. We tell them of the coming glory, 
4ad of the coming wrath ; but they remain unmoved 
and unimpressed. Sin through their indulgence of it 
has so gained the mastery over them that nothing, save 
the grace of Christ in its exceeding riches, can break 
its strengdi in their hearts and set them free. 

4. Sin is str&ng by opposition, "When the com- 
mandment came, sin revived and I died." The 
inciOBMng of the law to cast sin out awakes and revives 
it, as the morning light awakes and revives the sleeping 
but living ^areation. (i) It revives in the memory. 
Sins long forgotten, sins of childhood and of youth, 
sins buried fbr years in the depths of a treacherous and 
fbrgetfnl memory, rins we have once seen and felt, and 
which have troubled us in times past, but which could 
not be recalled by us, revive through the entrance of 
the commandment, and present themselves in all their 
distinctness and individuality. They are like the image 
of gold and silver, and brass, and iron, which the king 
saw in the visions of the night, and could not recall, 
bat which when produced by the Prophet he instantly 
lecognised as the very image he had seen. Jn like 
inflsiner the sinis we have long forgotten, reviving by 
the icommandm^nt are itistantly reco^\&^ \(^ \\.^ *^ 
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our own, as sins we have committed and whic 
us in guilty before God. (2) It revives in t 
science. In the conscience our past sins are all ti 
faithfully recorded, and lie there unfelt, and 
like invisible writing, till made visible by the c 
of the commandment. When it enters, sin 
where none was seen or felt, and by its overw 
and crushing weight conscience is awaken 
speaks and acts for God to our condemnati 
And it revives in the heart. The holiness of 
touching the unholiness of the heart awaken 
that is in it, and on awakening it puts on 
anew to oppose, the commandment, that has 
as the commandment of God^ to cast it on 
usurper c^ God's place and the tamisher of 1 
And every effort, human and divine; made- tc 
it, every look God-ward, every desire express< 
for its removal, every prayer presented -for bel 
it, every offer of the gospel, every call and i 
made to man to look to the Saviour and I 
every ray of light that comes from the cross t< 
the darkness of his mind, every impression 
his conscience to awaken him. to a sense of 
and every holy advice and: friendly counsel a 
to him by parents and b^ fraends, only rouse 
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greater activity. . When we ' give ourselves up ta it, 
and allow our hearts to be carried along with it, its. 
strength is little felt or known. Just as the strength of 
a river that carries along with it so pleasantly the fleet 
•of a nation is unknown till opposed. So whilst we go 
along with sin, its strength goes . with us, and makes 
our way. to. the pit. all the, easier, and more pleasant ; 
bat when we oppose it, it opposes us, refusing to turn 
with us, 80 that we must turn and go with.it. Litde 
indeed does man know the strength that grasps him 
and carries him away so easily and pleasantly from 
God! He thinks he is free, and happy, and strong, 
and that he has at any moment only to will his return 
to Gk>d and all opposition must give way before the 
fiat of his will; but when he really seeks to turn his 
£Etce heaven-ward and gain his way* back- to- Gk)d, he 
finds that the tide of iniquity, that has setan* against 
liim and flows idl curound h^m; cannot be opposed by 
him in his weakness. 

5. Sin is strong from the law. From the law, sin 
receives strength to condemn us. It employs us to do 
its> God* dishonouring work and .then calls in the law 
to inflict on us the sentence of death. ^' The strength 
ofcSia is the law." If it acted only through its own 
stiengthi and had not the law to coiid^xnxL\>&^xA v^ 
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keep us condemned for the evil we do, we might by 
some possible device or by some great and mighty 
.effort tear ourselves from its grasp and get back to the 
presence of God to enjoy his love anew. But when it 
invests itself with the strength of Clod's eternal and 
inflexible justice, deliverance by human effort is hope- 
less. We sin, and sin calk in the law to keep us from 
God ; it is the flaming sword that turns every way at 
the gate of life to prevent our return to Paradise and 
to God. 

We ask now as we $ee sin taking hold of the law 
^nd arming itself with death, a weapon of the law's 

giving, a weapon which all men fear,, and in whose 

presence all men trenible,.hQw is deliverance to comel 

" O wretched man that I am, who shall deliver me 

from the body of this death V True, indeed, the 

strength of sin is the law, but thanka be unto God 

who giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus 

Christ. 




Grace great in Strength — subdues Sin. 43 




Chapter III. 

GRACE GREAT IN STRENGTH — SUBDUES SIN. 

\RACE subdues sin. Sin is strong and the 
law is strong, but the grace that comes 
through Jesus Christ is stronger than sin 
when invested even with the full strength of the law. 
When sin has done its utmost and carried us into the 
lowest depths of depravity we find something lower 
still. The grace of Christ that bringeth salvation has 
a depth beyond that into which sin has carried us. 
When it has taken us to the very ends of the earth, we 
find a length in the grace of Christ to reach us even 
there, and at the gates of Hell we may feel his grace 
grasping and subduing us as it grasped and subdued, 
in the days that are past, the sweet singer of Israel and 
the apostle of the Gentiles. " That Christ may dwell 
in your hearts by faith ; that ye being rooted and 
grounded in love, may be able to comprehend with all 
saints what is the breadth, and length, and depth, and 
height, and to know the love of God which passeth 
knowledge." And when it has wasted and ruined our 
noble frame, and has robbed us of all that made us 
beautiful, leaving us weak as withei^d ^las^^ ^^^^.^^sA 
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dry as the bones in the valley of vi^on, it bas ixA 
unfitted us for grace, nor placed us beyond its soul- 
quickening and soul-subduing power. Lei os but 
touch the hem of Christ's garment from whom all 
saving virtue comes, and we are free and sin diall not 
have dominion over us. Before the grace of Christ sin 
is weakness, and its strength as a gossamer thread. 

2. Grace subdues sin with ease. When sin woib 
and rages within us and b tempestuous, like an angrj 
Hca, and we are ready to be swallowed up by its raging 
lusts, grace subdues it with the ease with whidi Christ 
stilled the storm on the sea of Galilee, sa3ring 'Peace 
be still/ and there was a great calm. And when we 
i)CCome so ungovernable, and self-willed, that no man 
can tame or bind us, grace tames us and binds us to 
Ood and to his throne with the ease with which Jesus 
tamed the enslaved lunatic, and restored him to his 
right mind. The cords of sin that bind us are indeed 
strong, too strong for us to break ; but grace breaks 
them with the ease with which the finger of a child 
breaks a spider's thread. " Who would set the briers 
and thorns against me in battle? I would go through 
them, I would burn them together.*' The accumulated 
sins of a life-time grown up into the heavens, prove 
no check to the entrance of grace into our hearts ; it 
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passes through them as the fire through the briers and 
thorns. In vain we heap the briers and thorns toge- 
ther to arrest the fire's devouring progress, the larger 
the heap, the more easily consumed. So it is equally 
vain for us to bring our sins before us, and to speak 
and act as if grace could not subdue them. " I will 
work and who will let it." Grace has but to enter 
our hearts, and sin is subdued, and we are free, free 
to love, and free to serve him whose we are. Let us, 
therefore, look not at the strength of sin that holds 
us, and keeps us enslaved, but at the strength of gra^e, 
and mark the ease with which it turns our sin-loving 
hearts to God, subdues our wills, purges our con- 
science, and gives peace to our sin-troubled souls. 
; 3. Grace alone subdues sin, Grace receives no aid 
from any work of righteousness that we have done, 
nor from any outward change, we have experienced. 
It receives no help from any previous training we have 
had from parents ; or* teachers, nor from a life of 
morality, the purest that fallen man ever lived j and 
none from any penitential exercises of soul we have 
been led to engage in, nor from any sorrow for sin we 
have felt, nor from .any previous preparation of heart 
we have passed through. The grace of Christ receives 
po.help from man ; :it asks none, it needs aoae. It 
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does its^ork, and gains all its victories single-handed 
and alone, in virtue of its own inherent strength and 
merit. We are as unwilling to believe in Christ, and as 
unable to accept of him, after we are convicted of sm, 
and see its sinfulness, and feel our guiltiness, and after 
we have prepared our hearts with all the preparation 
within our power, as when we were living in the depths 
of s\n. This preparation of heart we have made, this 
reformation we have effected, these works of righteous- 
ness we have done, the tears we have shed over sin, 
the prayers we have offered, and the sins we have 
given up — all this long, painful and continued prepara- 
tion, instead of assisting, is only hindering the work 
of grace, and is an insult to its (reeness and its infinite 
merit. Grace instead of receiving any help from 
man's tears, man's prayers, man's knowledge, man's 
goodness, man's education, pious training and 
godly up-bringing, has, before gaining its victory pver 
him, and subduing his proud and rebellious will, 
to brush away all this goodness of his, as a heap 
of rubbish, vile and abominable in the sight of the 
Lord. ** And she had suffered many things of many 
physicians, and had spent all that she had, and was 
nothing bettered, but rather grew worse." The vilest, 
and the guiltiest, and the man also whose life comes 
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nearest the requirements of God's law, both need the 
same strength of converting grace ; grace in its strength 
is needed to subdue the proudest, and grace in its 
strength to subdue the meekest ; grace in its strength 
to subdue a Mary Magdalene possessed by seven 
devils, and grace in its strength to subdue a Saul of 
Tarsus, who could say, "touching the law blameless;" 
grace in its strength to subdue a Manasseh, the fiercest 
and bloodiest of men, and grace in its strength to sub- 
due a Moses, the meekest and gentlest of men. For the 
meekness and the gentleness of men help not the grace 
of Christ in its work of salvation, just as their blood- 
guiltiness forms no bar or hindrance to its full, free, 
and instant entrance into the heart. " Not by works 
of righteousness which we have done, but according 
to his mercy he saved us by the washing of regener- 
ation and renewing of the Holy Ghost, which he shed 
on us abundantly, through Jesus Christ our Saviour." 
We cannot help the work of grace, neither can we 
hinder it. " He will work, and who will let it." The 
work of grace is a finished and a perfect work, and 
we cannot add to it, nor take from it Our duty is 
simply to accept it, as we are in all our vileness and 
guiltiness, " waiting not to rid our souls of one dark 
blot'' ere we come, but to come with aiV o\vx \Ji.^\Sk ^x^^ 
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all our sins, and cast ; ourselves on the free grace of 
him who is able and mighty to save to the uttermost. 
Our duty is to come, and not to allow our sins to 
hinder us, for the -.vilest , and the most guilty are as 
worthy as the fairest,- because our worthiness is un- 
worthiness before Christ ; and our un worthiness is our 
chief recommendation for our receiving the free and 
ever meritorious grace of Christ. 

4. Grace subdues r sin instantaneously, A work of 
conviction and enlightenment may have been going 
on in the soul for years, a great • and ^ ma^ellous 
change effected, evil habits broken off, outward sins 
given up, and a life of respect for Christ and his 
Word entered on, but the soul is brought none nearer 
God, nor is there yet any fellowship between it and 
God. Sin still lives and reigns in the 50ul. The 
bones in the valley of vision, when brought together, 
and clothed with flesh and skin by the Word preached 
unto them, were as dead and dry in the form or 
likeness of living men, as .when they lay scattered 
throughout the valley. The Word of Ood had 
effected on them a change, great and marvellous, and 
few could have said that, - in their new and altered 
position, they lacked anything; yet, they were as 
destitute of life as when they lay in the valley in all 
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their, dryness. , They were not yet any nearer God, 
nor less offensive tp his eye;, but as soon as breath 
entered them, they lived and stood on their feet an 
exceeding great army. Lazarus lies dead in the grave 
where loving hands have laid him.. The Lord calls and 
says, ".Lazarus, come forth,", and Lazarus instantly 
comes forth a living man.. Zaccheus goes up the tree 
an unsaved and guilty, man, but, through grace, he 
comes down a saved ;and -pardoned man. Matthew 
sits at the receipt of custom, = the slave of mammon. 
Jesus says, "Follow me,";.and at his;bidding he im- 
mediately leaves all and follows him. In a moment 
he is the Lord's freed , man, his . willing and loving 
servant, and fit to receive his Lord, and hold fellow- 
ship with him. A woman enters the house of Simon, 
bearing the guilt of a life of profligacy and sin ; she 
falls down at Jesus' feet, and her sins,., which are 
many, are forgiven, :and their power, instantly sub- 
dued. "Thy faith hath saved thee, go in peace.** 
And a proud Pharisee, in his zetal and self-righteous- 
ness, going on an errand; of death, hears the. voice 
of Jesus, saying, " Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou 
me ? " And looking up he sees Jesus, and instantly his 
proud will is subdued, and he cries out, " Lord, what, 
wilt thou have me to do 1" 
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Such is the strength of grace. Sin is strong, but 
grace is stronger. Sin comes from the creature and 
is the production of the creature, and bears the stamp 
and weakness of the creature. Let the sins of the 
whole World meet in one man, and let their strength 
be increased ten thousand times, they 'are but the 
thoughts, the feelings, the actions of a creature, the 
enmity and the corruption of a creature, and therefore 
the weakness of a creature. Grace is the strength 
of God — the production of the obedience and death 
' of him who is God, the Almighty God, and the ever^ 
lasting Father, and therefore it is able to set us free 
from the power and dominion of sin, and to bring 
us into the glorious liberty of the sons of God. 

Sin is strong, strong ^s invested with the strength 
of the law, but grace is stronger, stronger in itself, and 
it also is invested with the strength of the law. If 
sin can boast of strength derived fVom the law, so can 
grace. Grace is not merely a loving thought and a 
kindly feeling springing up in God*s generous and sin- 
forgiving heart, it is righteousness, holiness, truth, mercy, 
and love, all combined and acting together for the 
deliverance and eternal salvation of sin-loving and 
sin-enslaved sinners. If grace did not meet the 
claims of the law, it could receive no strength from 
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the law to set us free from the power of sin. But the 
kw, finding all its claims satisfied by grace, takes hold 
of sin, and demands both in its own name and in that 
of grace, the full acquittal of every sinner that believes 
in Jesus. 

Sin is strong, but grace is stronger. When Christ 

comes by his grace to take hold of the heart, he has 

not again to contend with the strength of sin which 

is the law. By his obedience he has already fulfilled 

it, and by his death already paid its penalty. The 

struggle with the law, the strength of sin, is past, and 

the victory already won, and we who believe are the 

I.ord's by right. He that stood in our room, and bore 

the chastisement of our peace, has a right to us, to our 

love, and to our obedience.; and right has in it a 

might which sin by its robbery and injustice cannot 

resist On earth injustice may prevail with man, and 

right may be laid prostrate in the dust, but with God right 

prevails, and sin and Satan must let us go to serve 

the Lord whose we are. It is not therefore from pity, 

but by right, that the Lord claims us. He that paid 

the ransom for our souls by the shedding of his 

blood, has a right to us, and there is now no power 

within or without us to hinder us from becoming his 

in the bonds of faith and love. " Let my people %a 
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that they may serve me," is the Lord's command t 
all who hold us in bondage, and with his commam 
grace enters our hearts, and we are free. We are the 
Lord's and he is ours. " My beloved is mine, and lam' 
His." Let us, therefore, look not at the strength of 
of sin within us, but at the strength of that grace that 
comes to us through the sufifeiings and death of the' 
Son of Grod. The rock that lies bedded miles deep, 
looks not to the greatness of the waves that beat upon 
it, but to its own strength to resist the mightiest wave 
the ocean can roll against it; So let us look not 
to the sinfulness of our hearts, nor to the greatness of 
our sins, nor to the lusts that ate raging within us like 
an angry sea, but • to the exceeding riches of that 
grace which comes to us in God's kindness through 
Jesus Christ; and looking, we shall be saved. 

Sin is strong, but grace is stronger, Grace is not a 
stream that flows into, but that comes from an ocean. 
It is the great tidal wave of a mighty ocean of love 
rolling itself sinnerward, and covering all his sins like 
the flood of old that flowed from the ocean landward^ 
We might for a time at least check the onward 
progress* of the mightiest stream that ever flowed to 
the ocean ; but when the ocean itself is set in motion 
it laughs at man's mightiest efforts to check it. So does 
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grace. It laughs at all the efforts of sin and sinners 
to keep it out. In, it comes, through the shut door 
of the sinner's heart, driven by the pulsations of 
Christ's loving heart, and before it sin and all 
uncleanness disappear. " Thy people shall be will- 
ing in the day of thy power." But we have no 
need to reason thus about the strength of grace. We 
have only to open our eyes and look at the thousands 
of holy and happy souls on earth, and the tens of 
thousands in heaven, who have washed their robes 
and made them white in the blood of the Lamb, and 
are now rejoicing in the grace that has taken them 
out of the miry clay, and set their feet on a rock, and 
established their goings. "Worthy is the Lamb that 
was slain to receive power, and riches, and wisdom, 
and strength, and honour, and glory, and blessing.'/ 
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Chai»ter I. 

StX GREAT IN StNtULNESS. 

Section I. — Sif^ manifests its own sinfulness. 

!• IP^SI^ shutting God out of the soul. Into 
man's holy and loving heart, God's 
throne and dwelling place, sin comes 
with its pollution, and reigns there as sole king and 
monarch. It allows no superior, it tolerates no equal, 
it must itself reign supreme. And as it lives and reigns 
in the heart, such is its enmity to Ood, that as it cannot 
tarnish his beauty, nor defile his loveliness, it blinds 
the mind from beholding his glory, and fills the heart 
with hatred to his being and character. *' The god 
of this world hath blinded the minds of them that 
believe not." " At that time ye were without God." 
And no greater evil can brfall the 80\il)«Xi<iTi^\5i^»Xs3t 
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sin can be ours than to be without God, and blind to 
his glory. 

2. By shuUmg the law out of the soul. The law 
reveals God ; it is the transcript of his own character; 
and by revealing him, it brings him into the soul as its 
only king and lawgiver. Now the sinfulness of sin 
lies in shutting the heart against the law, lest by its 
light we should see God, and be enlightened by his 
glory, and accept him as our King and lawgiver, for 
when God enters the heart, the reign of sin comes to 
an end. 

3. By the use it makes of the law. The law is the 
barrier God has set up to keep us from sin, the shidd 
he has thrown around us to defend us against it, and 
the lamp he has hung up in our souls to be a light to 
our path, to keep us in the way of life. This law, 
which is our lamp, our shield, and our unerring guide, 
sin takes and uses to lead us into sin — the very thing the 
law forbids. *^ But sin, taking occasion by the com* 
mandment, wroughtin me all manner of concupiscence." 
It uses the law also to work death in us, death tem- 
poral, death spiritual, and death etemaL '*And the 
commandment which was ordained to life, I found to 
be unto death." It takes the law which is good, 
^d the commandment which was ordained to life^ 
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and by it works death ; and thus working death by that 
which was ordained to life, it manifests its sinfulness. 
" But sin that it might appear sin, working death in 
me, by that which is good, that sin by the command- 
ment might become exceeding sinful" 

4. By the use it makes of marCs soul. It takes the 
soul, with its wonderful God-given faculties, those 
faculties through which God holds intercourse with 
man, and man with God, and through which all the 
love of God passes into his soul, and through which 
passes all the glory he gives to God. These facul- 
ties, the very glory of man, sin uses as instruments 
with which to dishonour God. It takes his heart in 

which God had shed abroad his love, and fills it with 

* 

enmity; his understanding, which God had enlighten- 
ed with his light, and blinds it so that God becomes 
unseen and unknown ; and it takes his conscience 
and sears it, and it becomes deaf to the voice of God. 
And thus man, through sin, neither loving, seeing, nor 
hearing God, says "There is no God." " The fool hath 
said in his heart there is no God." 

5. By its opposition to Christ, Christ is light, sin 
is darkness; Christ is love, sin is enmity; Christ is 
life, sin is death ; Christ is beauty, sin is deformity. 
Sin must oppose Christ, and it is ec\\\all^ o^'^^^^^x.^ 
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his work, which is to undo the work of sin. The 
work of Christ is to save, the work of sin to destroy j 
the work of Christ is to give life, the work of sin to 
take away life ; the work of Christ is to replace the 
law and the lawgiver in the heart, the work of sin to 
keep both law and lawgiver out of the heart; the 
work of Christ is to renew the heart, and purge the 
conscience, the work of sin is to defile both heart and 
conscience. In short, the work of Christ is to glorify 
Jehovah, the work of sin to dishonour Father, Son, 
and Holy Qhost Such, being the nature of sin, and 
the work of sin, it must oppose Christ and his work, 
and the necessity of its opposition only brings out 
more manifestly its sinfulness. If sin could lay its 
hand on Christ or on his work, and say this one thing 
I love, sin would be no longer sin, or this one thing 
would be sin, a spot or blemish in Christ or in. his 
work, and Christ would no longer be Christ, and his 
work no atonement for sin. But in Christ there is no 
sin. When we look at his person with the eye of faith, 
we see him as the brightness of his Father's glory, and 
the express image of his person, full of grace and 
truth. In his heart we see nothing but love, in his 
character nothing but purity, in his work nothing 
but perfection, and in his death we see the death of 
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dea{h, and life flowing from it to myriads of ][M'ecious 
souls. To the eye of* faith be is altogeth^ lovely, 
and in the eye of the law he is faultless. ^^ I find no 
fault in him." " The prince of this worid cometh, and 
hath nothing in me." '' This is my beloved Son in whom 
I am well pleased." He who knew no sin, was made 
sin for us, that we might be made the righteousness of 
God in him. If there were any spot or blemish in him, 
sin would find it out and rejoice in it ; but the fact that 
there is nothing in Christ, or in his work, that sin does 
not hate, brings out the spotless purity of his character, 
and the peifection of his atoning work, and exhibits 
sin in its sinfulness, ever hating, and ever under the 
ne<;essity of hating him who is the perfection of 
beauty. 

Section II. — God manifests the sinfulness of sin, 
I. By His treatment of man. Whilst sin is thus 
actively usurping God's place, injecting its deadly 
poison into the heart of man, and filling him with 
pride and conceit, and with the vain idea that he is 
God, or equal to God, or next to God, is God inac- 
tive % None more active than God. In a moment, 
in the twinkling of an eye, he leaves the soul of man, 
and casts him from his sight as a vile and loathsome 
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thing, to die an eternal death. ^ So he drove out the 
man/' Sin, in its sinfulness, must be something far 
beyond what our weak and blinded minds now see in 
it, when God acted with such severity toward one whom 
he delighted to honour, and to bless with his gracious 
presence. And the same curse, and the same death, rest 
and abide on all the posterity of Adam, because sin is in 
all of them, in all its exceeding sinfulness. ** Where- 
fore as by one man sin entered into the world, and 
death by sin, and so death passed upon all men, for 
that all have sinned." 

2. By His treatment of His own Son, When He 
expelled man from his gracious presence, with a 
sentence of death resting on him, we learn in some 
measure the feeling with which God views sin. But 
in the sufferings and death of his own Son, and in 
the sorrow and agony of his soul when he stood in 
man's room as man's surety, bearing roan's sins, and 
dying man's death, God has given us a holier manifesta- 
tion of his displeasure at sin. In the sufferings and 
death of man, God manifests his displeasure against 
a sinful, sin-loving, and God-hating creature ; and if we 
know Qod and the holiness of his character, we know 
that suffering and death must be meted out unto 
the transgressors of his law. But in the sufferings and 
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death of Christ, we see God's displeasure manifested 
against one that is holy, one that ever loved him, 
one whose meat and drink it was to do his will. 
When man sufifers and dies, he sufifers and dies be- 
cause he is a sinner; but Christ suffers and dies, 
being holy; and he dies just because he is holy. 
When man suffers and dies, it is a creature that 
suffers and dies ; but Christ is the great God, the ^' I 
AM," and yet he suffers and dies. Having come 
in man's nature, as man's surety, to bear man's sin, 
Christ, although he is God's eternal and well-beloved 
Son, must bear sin's punishment. The Father must 
raise the sword of justice, and take the life of his 
own Son. If sin, therefore, is not an evil beyond 
what we see in it, why did God act thus toward his 
own Son, in whom he delighteth 1 True, indeed, he 
comes as the sin-bearer, but if sin had not been an in- 
finite evil, would not God have spared him 1 Would 
he not have accepted the willingness of his Son to 
die, instead of his actual death, as he accepted for 
Isaac's death Abraham's ^willingness to offer him. 
If God could have done this, he wou/d have 
done it. If the willingness of his Son to die could 
have expiated the guilt of sin and satisfied divine 
justice, such a loving Father as God would not lv3.y^ 
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inflicted death on a Son so beloved. But as death 
was inflicted, we learn God could not have accepted 
his Son's willingness to «die for his actual death. 
" Father," Christ says, " if it be possible, let this cup 
pass from me ;" and if not, " Thj will be done." The 
cup could not pass ; God*s character, and God's law 
forbade its passing. Jesus drank it, and as he d?ank 
it, he gave up the ghost, and proclaimed, in the heat^ 
ing of all, " It is finished." And in his death we 
have an exhibition of the sinfulness of sin, which all 
the sufferings of man on earth or in hell, never can 
give. " It is nothing to you, all ye that pass by % 
behold, and see if there be any sorrow like unto my 
sorrow, which is done unto me, wherewith the Lord 
afflicted me in the day of l^is fierce anger." 

Section WV'—Thelaw manifests the sinfulness of sin. 

1. By coming into the soul as a light, " The en- 
trance of thy words giveth light." ** Thy word is a 
lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path." When 
the law enters the soul,- its light reveals the true 
character of sin as an offence against God, as a dis- 
honour cast on the wisdom and goodness of God, the 
lawgiver, and as an injury or wound inflicted on his 
moral character. The law that sin breaks, is a true 
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and real reflection of the heart and will of God. It 
is good and holy, not simply because God wills it. 
He wills it because it is good, essentially and 
eternally good, as coming not merely from his sove- 
reign, but from his holy and gracious will, and there- 
fore an offence against his will is a true and real 
offence against his moral character. Sin not only 
offends his eye, it wounds and grieves his heart, and 
herein lies its exceeding sinfulness. This the light of 
the law reveals. "That sin by the commandment 
might become exceeding sinful." 

2. By coming in with the lawgiver. Wherever 
God's law comes, God comes; and wherever he comes, 
nis law comes. It comes revealing his existence which 
sin attempts to deny, and the glory of his character 
which sin attempts to tarnish. And in the vision of 
God whom the law brings into the soul, we see sin 
because we see God. We see God looking at our 
sin, condemning our sin, and we feel the bitterness of 
it \ for the judge has seen it, and we know he has seen 
it, condemned it, and passed sentence on it ; and the 
sentence pronounced we already realise in its bitterness, 
and our cry is, "Woe is me ! for I am undone, because 
I am a man of unclean lips, and dwell in the midst of a 
people of unclean lips, for mine eyes have seen tb.e 



66 The Triumph of Grace, 

King the Lord of Hosts." It is only when we are thus 
brought face to face with God against whom we have 
sinned, and have our sins, our secret sins, placed in the 
light of his holiness, that we see the true character of 
sin, and learn to call it by its proper name, not a weak- 
ness, not an infirmity, not a failing, but sin, and to 
speak of our righteousness as filthy rags, of our wisdom 
as foolishness, of our submission as rebellion, and (tf 
our love as hatred. 

Section IV. — Grace manifests the sinfulness of sin, 

I. By its light. The light of grace that shines 
into the soul is the light that comes from the 
attributes of God*s character, all combined and 
acting together in glorious harmony. Every attri- 
bute of his character is light. His holiness is light, 
his truth is light, his love is light, his justice is 
light, his mercy is light. " God is light." And when 
ail these are united as in grace, where mercy and truth 
meet together, righteousness and peace kiss each 
other, we have a light ten thousand times more in- 
tense than the light that comes from the law ; for from 
grace we have a ray of light not in the law, the 
brightness and intensity of which would of itself en- 
lighten the darkest soul. Mercy, which can have no 
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place in law, shines forth from grace with a splendour 
and a glory to attract the admiration of all ; and when 
its light mingles with the light of God's other attributes, 
which are also light, the soul is flooded with a light 
that reveals an evil in sin such as the law cannot reveal 
with all the brightness and intensity of its light. And as 
the light of grace becomes brighter and stronger in the 
soul, sin appears more sinful. Sin that was never seen 
to be sin, words, thoughts, and actions, spoken and 
boasted of as good and highly meritorious, now ap* 
pear in the light of grace, in their true and real 
character as sin. If the law makes us vile, grace 
makes us viler, even that grace which removes our 
vileness. 

2. By writing the law in the heart. When the law 
comes into the heart and claims obedience, sin resists 
it, and keeps it in the outer court of the soul, for- 
bidding an entrance into its inner and more secret re- 
cesses, where to the exclusion and dishonour of God, 
it lives and and reigns supreme. Grace, however, takes 
the law and writes it in the heart. " I will put my 
laws into their minds, and write them in their hearts." 
And when written in the heart, the light that comes 
from it is not now a light shining from without 
into the soul, but a light in the soul shining o^t 
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from within, enlightening our path, and discovering 
to us every false way, every false step, and every 
false word. And thus, by grace going into the soul 
with the law, which is light, man's original lamp to 
his path, and writing it anew in the heart, we get a 
new and a fresh discovery of sin; and as the light 
of the law and the light of grace increase, sin increases, 
sin abounds, and becomes yet more sinful. 

3. By revealing the cross, Grace takes us to the 
cross, and shews us Christ, smitten and afflicted of 
God. Before grace visited us, we were asked to 
look at sin usurping God's place in the heart, 
at the enmity it had to Ood, its opposition to 
his law, the ruin and misery it had broi:!ght on 
us, at thetreatme nt we had given .to Christ, who 
had come to seek and to save us, and at how we 
had despised and mocked him by the neglect of 
his great salvation. In all this, however, we saw 
little or nothing of the sinfulness of sin till grace 
took us to the cross, shewed us the sword of justice 
in God's hand, smiting and afflicting his own Son, 
and opened our ears to hear these words : ** My 
soul is exceedingly sorrowful, even unto death.* 
« And when I heard, my belly trembled ; my lips 
quivered at the voice; rottenness entered into my 
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bones and I trembled in myself." But grace takes 
us to the cross, and shews us Christ, not only cruci- 
fied, but crucified by us and for us. It shews us that 
it was our sin that pierced hicn, and caused him to 
cry out, *^ My soul is exceedingly sorrowful, even unto 
death ;'' that it was our sin he was bearing on the 
tree ; that it was our death he was dying, and that 
it was for us he said — " My God, my God, why 
hast thou forsaken me 1" " And I will pour upon the 
house of David and upon the inhabitants of Jeru- 
salem the spirit of grace and of supplications, and 
they shall look upon me whom they have pierced, 
and they shall mourn for him as one moumeth for his 
only son, and shall be in bitterness for him, as one 
that is in bitterness for his first bom." 



Chapter II. 



GBACE GBEAT IN ITS ATONING EFFICACY— SATISFIES THE 

CONSCIENCE. 

RACE has a two-fold efficacy to meet man's 
two-fold uncleanness. His heart is unclean 
and he needs renewing grace to make it 
dean ; his conscience is unclean, and he needs aton- 
ing grace to satisfy it. 
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I. Conscience demands an atonement When awak- 
ened and quickened by the Word of God to a sense 
of the evil of sin, and brought to realise its respoiwip 
bility to God as the final judge, its cry is, * " Where- 
with shall I come before the Lord 1" It is to God 
that conscience is ever leading us. It keeps God ever 
before us. By its power, go where we may, God is 
ever with us, ever near us, ever speaking to us ; bat 
whilst it is ever urging us into the presence of God, 
it is ever keeping us from God. By the guilt that lies 
upon it, we flee from God. We would break the ties 
that bind us to him, and get beyond the reach of 
his uplifted and sin-avenging hand, but we cannot; 
for conscience — a chain stronger than we can break- 
binds us to God. Through its sense of guilt, we would 
flee from God ; and through its sense of duty, we 
would come to God. Feeling that we cannot flee 
from God, and at the same time fully realizing that we 
cannot come unto his presence, our piercing and 
agonizing cry is, "Wherewith shall I come before 
God?*' Before God I must come, before his judg- 
ment seat I must appear; but wherewith shall I 
come? I cannot come, I dare not come as I am. 
God cannot accept me as I am. I have sinned 
against him, and my sin remains unpardoned. Before 
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m I dare not come ; yet I must come. Wherewith 
tall I come 1 Such is the urgent demand of con- 
ience. It demands an atonement for sin, and with- 
it an atonement we cannot come before God. This 
what we all deeply feel when God awakens us to a 
mse of sin, and enlightens us in the knowledge of 
s holiness. We feel that before we can come into 
s presence with acceptance, and lay claim to his par- 
ming mercy, an atonement must be made for the 
1 of our souls. 

2. Conscience demands an atonement that will please 
• satisfy God. It urges us to obey God, to repent and 
ve up sin ; to live justly and righteously before 
od j to do no evil, and to think no evil ; to be what 
od is ; to be holy as he is holy ; but whilst urging all 
ese things, as what we owe to God, it refuses to accept 

aught done by us. After we have done all these, at 
; own pressing command, it remains unsatisfied, and 
J cry is, " Will the Lord be pleased ? " It rejects all 
ese as an atonement, insufficient to meet the claims of 
od's law. It is not, however, these things as a matter 
' duty, as what we owe to God, that it condemns, 
ith regard to these things as a matter of duty, it has 
ready given its uncompromising verdict. It tells us 
is our duty to give up sin, to Iwft i\^\.^qvx^^ -axAw 
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justly before God, and that holiness of heart and holy 
living must please Qod^ yet holiness of heart and 
holy living, and all acts of duty it refuses to accept as 
an atonement for the sin of our souls. The very 
things it urges us to do, and which it pronounces 
right — all the penitential tears we have shed, all the 
good we have ever done, and all the sacrifices wc 
have given to God, it refuses to accept as any satis- 
faction to God and to God's law for our sin \ and its 
unsatisfied cry ever is, " Will the Lord be pleased T 
" Wherewith shall I come b^sfore the Lord, and bow 
myself before the High God V " Shall I come before 
him with burnt offerings, with calves of a year old \ 
Will the Lord be pleased with thousands of rams, or 
ten thousands of rivers of oil % Shall I give my first- 
born for my transgression, the fruit of my body for 
the sin of my soul. He hath shewed thee. O man, 
what is good." 

3. Conscience finds in the atonement made by Christ 
what satisfies God, It finds all the claims of the law 
fully met, and its curse fully exhausted. Christ takes 
our place— the place of those that have broken the 
law, obeys it and bears its curse; and in their 
room and stead he fulfils it ; and in their room and 
stead he dies their death. And such is the merit 
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and worth of his death, that it exhausts the curse of 
the law, and leaves no unsatisfied claims against us. 
With his work God is satisfied — satisfied with his 
obedience, not simply as perfect or as magnifying the 
law, and with his death, not simply as an act of obedi- 
ence to his divine will, but satisfied with his obedience 
and with his death, as a work of atonement made in the 
room and stead of sinners, to take their sin and their 
guilt away, and to provide for them a righteousness 
to meet the claims of his violated law. The work 
of Christ, from first to last, is a work of atonement — 
a work that satisfies God for man's sin and man's 
disobedience, and with it, as a work of atonement, 
God is satisfied. He cannot but be satisfied. The 
death of Christ, from which all saving grace comes, is 
not the death simply of a holy, just, and innocent 
one. His is the death of a divine one. Whilst 
he has two natures — the divine and the human — he 
hasbut one person, and that person is divine. He 
the divine one, the Son of the living God, the Father's 
equal, gave himself for us, obeyed for us, and died 
for us, and from his death there comes a merit and a 
worth to meet man's disobedience and the demerit of 
his sin. Christ died, not as a martyr to bear witness 
to the truth of what he taught, and \.o ^^ XsxiJ^ ^s^ 
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his mission. His mission was to die. He came to 
place himself in the room of the condemned, and to 
die their death. And the dignity of his person givesi 
merit and efficacy to his death to take sin away, and 
to satisfy the justice of God, as well as all the claims 
of his law. 

4. Conscience^ finding in Christ's work of aionu^ 
grace what satisfies God^ is itself satisfied. God is 
satisfied, fully, honourably, and righteously satisfied, and 
he proclaims himself satisfied. " This is my beloved 
Son in whom t am well pleased.'* And consciencCj 
hearing God in his word proclaiming hitflself satisfied, 
instantly proclaims itself afclso satisfied. " In the Lord 
have I righteousness and strength." Through the 
atoning work of Christ, conscience and God ate now 
one. The voice of the lawgiver within us is now in 
harmotiy with the Voice of the lawgiver speaking tons 
in his written word. In his Word he says, " There is 
therefore now no condetnnation to them which are in 
Christ Jesus." And conscience proclaitns, " Christ 
hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, being 
majde a curse for us." Such is the efiicacy of atoning 
grace. It not only satisfies conscience, dead and 
blunted by sin, ready to grasp at every act of duty 
a& an atonement for sin ; it satisfies it when qttickened 
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and enlightened by the very law which both reveals 
and condemns sin. Qod is satisfied ; conscience is 
satisfied. Both are satisfied with Christ and his work, 
juid henceforth there is peace between the soul and 
Ood, as lasting as the soul's own existence. 

Let us therefore look, not to ourselves, nor at the 
greatness of our sins, but at the grace of Christ, 
and see in that grace a merit sufficient to cover 
all our sins as the ocean covers the bed on 
which it rests, and to swallow up afi our filthiness 
as the ocean swallows up the filthiness ever flowing 
into it from a thousand polluted streams. Let us 
only believe, and from the fountain of grace there 
shall flow into our hearts a flood of justifying and 
sanctif3dng grace to save us, unworthy as we are, 
from an endless hell, and make us meet to take our 
place among the sons of God, and to sit on the throne 
of him who is the only begotten of the Father. Let us 
look not at the greatness of our sins, but at the ex- 
ceeding riches of the grace of Christ. Let us not be 
like Peter who looked at the greatness of the waves, 
and forgot the almightiness of his Lord who was walking 
on the water to meet him. Looking at the greatness 
of the waves, and forgetting the omnipotent power 
of his Lord, he instantly sank. So we sKall ^vvsk. 
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deeper and deeper into sin, if we look only at the 
greatness of our sins, and not at the greatness of that 
grace which saves us from sin. Let us only believe, 
and *' although our sins be as scarlet, they shall be as 
white as snow, though they be red like crimson, they 
shall be as wool." 




Chapter III. 

GRACE GREAT IN ITS PURIFYING EFFICACY — RENEWS THE 

HEART. 

IAN is unclean in heart, and his uncleanness 
can only be removed by the renewing and 
re-creating grace of Christ. "And be renewed 
in the spirit of your mind." " If any man be in Christ 
he is a new creature,** or a new creation. " For we 
are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto 
good works." The change of soul which Paul and 
others had undergone was so great and wonderful, so 
far above and beyond the power of man, that he calls 
it a creation, and we think he uses the term not be- 
cause the change was great and wonderful, but because 
it was in fact and in reality a creation, the bringing 
into existence of what had no previous existence. 
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1.755^ work of grace in the heart a work of creation, 

\. It is a creation, (i) We have a life^ spiritual, 
holy, and divine, which we had not before, a life that 
lives on things divine, for ends divine, for God and ' 
God*s glory. The life we had before was a carnal fleshly 
life, a life that had its spring and source in the flesh, 
'* among whom also we all had our conversation in 
times past, in the lusts of our flesh fulfilling the desires 
of the flesh and of the mind." It was a worldly life, 
maintained on the world and its pleasures, and for the 
world ; a life limited by the world, by space and time, 
by what we saw and handled around us. The life 
divine and undying, which grace creates within us, is a 
life that passes into the glorious eternity, and lays hold 
of the hope set before us in the gospel, " which hope 
we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and stead* 
fast, and which entereth into that within the veil." Of 
this holy, divine, and undying life, with its purely 
spiritual pleasures and enjoyments, we knew nothing, 
and could know nothing, for it had no existence within 
us, till grace entered our hearts, and created us anew 
in Christ Jesus, (2) We have spiritual vision^ or an 
eye which we had not before to see what was hitherto 
unseen by us. By grace we see a spiritual world, and 
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are brought into contact with spiritual beings of whom 
we knew nothing. The great world of spirits and of 
spiritual realities that surround us on all sides, now 
stands disclosed to our view. "The eyes of your under- 
standing being enlightened, that ye may know what is 
the hope of his calling, and what the riches of the 
glory of his inheritance in the saints." God who is a 
spirit is now to us a reality. We know him, we see 
his manifested glory in Christ. We believe that he is, 
for we have seen him in Christ, who is the express 
image of his person. (3) We have a heart we had not 
before, a heart to love God, and the things of God. 

« 

" A new heart also will I give you." (4) And we 
have a will we had not before to choose good and to 
reject evil, a will whose only, cry is, " I would do 
good." These are things we had not before, and not 
having them we lived a different life from what we 
now dp — a carnal worldly life, a life dead to the joys, 
and blind to the beauty and glory of that world into 
which grace has brought us. 

2. It is a creation — not of new or different 
faculties. Before visited by grace we had all the 
faculties we still have; we had an understanding, . 
a heart, and a will before, but they are now so 
thorpughly and radically changed by grace^ that the 
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greatness of the change can be expressed by no word 
which does not imply the forth putting of the same 
almighty power by which the world was of old called 
into existence. Whilst we have no new faculties given, 
we have these now acting and exercising themselves in 
a way they never did, and never could do, apart from 
renewing grace, 

3. It is a creation — not the giving of a new direction^ 
or a new bent to the mind^ thereby directing it to new 
objects, and into new and purer channels of thought 
and action. The work of grace is not merely a re» 
formation or a change in the outer life of man, by which 
he is enabled to give up outward sins^ and live a life 
of morality. It is a change of the mind itself so radical 
and deep, that it instantly takes up with new objects, 
runs into a new and purer channel, and thinks new and 
purer thoughts. " And be renewed in the spirit of 
your mind." 

4. It is a creation — not a development of the faculties 
of the mind by education, knowledge, culture, or re- 
finement. By culture much may be done to elevate 
the mind of man. A refined and an extended educa- 
tion may withdraw his mind from gross and open 
wickedness ; while the preaching of the word and 
Christian example may effect still more. Exit ^. Vs&'^x. 
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which is enmity cannot be developed from its state 
of enmity against God into the love of God, nor can 
a mind darkened and blinded by sin be developed 
from its darkness into light by all the light that can 
shine into it. The light shineth, already shineth, 
but the darkness comprehendeth it not Christ the 
light, the true and brightest light that ever was in the 
world, is unseen. "He was in the world and the world 
knew him not," and the world still knows him not. 
It is not more light we need. The world in which 
we live is full of light. Christ, who is its light, is shining 
all around us with a splendour and glory to attract the 
admiration of every holy and intelligent being. What 
we need, is a spiritual eye to see the light that now 
shines, and a heart to love him who is the light. We 
need God by his grace to put his hand again to this 
wonderful machine — to this soul of ours — to put it right 
that we may discern good from evil, and love the good 
and hate the evil. " Verily, verily, I say unto thee, except 
a man be bom again he cannot see the kingdom of 
God." " Therefore, if any man be in Christ he is a 
new creature, old things are passed away, behold all 
things are become new." 



Grace great in its purifying efficacy, 8 1 

II. Christ the model and pattern of this new creation, 
" And as we have borhe the image of the earthy, we 
shall also bear the image of the heavenly." Christ's 
character, with its purity and righteousness, is the 
character that is impressed on our souls ; his mind, 
with its stores of divine wisdom and knowledge, is the 
mind that is formed in us ; his loving and compassion- 
ate heart is the heart that beats and throbs in us ; and 
his will, free and unfettered, steadfastly adhering to the 
law of his Qod, is the will that regulates our choice of 
what is holy, and our rejection of what is unholy. In 
this life, however, the image is imperfect, but the out- 
lines, the great and grand features of his all-perfect 
glorious character, are present the moment grace takes 
possession of the heart ; and the outlines are gradually 
and surely filled up as the soul comes into closer 
fellowship with him. 

Herein lies the glory of the work of grace. The 
soul bears from the day and hour that grace enters 
it, the glorious image of the first-born among many 
brethren to whose image every gracious soul is 
destined to be conformed. "For whom he did 
foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed 
to the image of his son, that he might be the 
first-born among many brethren," 
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And herein also lies its purifying efficacy. Any 
change that merely subdued the power df sin, with- 
out reaching the root and life of sin — any change 
that dried up the streams of sin ever flowing from 
the heart, by putting an arrest on the heart's power 
to send forth its evil to defile man's life-course, 
while it left the heart itself impure would be such 
a salvation as neither God nor conscience could 
accept. God demands purity of heart, and con* 
science as the voice of God demands the same. 
Any change which left the heart unrenewed would 
come far short of that spotless purity which they 
must possess who see and enjoy God. And with 
the heart grace deals, and so deals with it as to make 
it new j and in making it new it makes it holy. It 
makes it so holy that, when its work is completed and 
the soul is with Christ in glor}', the law can detect in 
us no spot or taint of impurity. It does its work so 
thoroughly that it can send us to the law to be 
examined in the light of its holiness as Christ of old 
sent the lepers he bad cleansed to the priests, the re- 
presentatives of the law. " Go shew yourselves unto 
the priests." The priests know what you as lepers 
were, how defiled and loathsome you were. Gro and 
shew how thoroughly you are cleansed and how pure 
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your flesh now is. Your leprosy exists no more ; you 
are so clean that you may again enter the house of God 
and mingle with its throng of solemn worshippers. But 
first go and shew yourselves to the priests ; let them 
pronounce you clean. They cannot indeed make you 
dean ; but I have made you clean. 1 have done what 
they could not do ; go now, shew yourselves to them. 
They must pronounce you clean, and when they pro- 
nounce you clean, go and present the law's ofifering of 
thanksgiving. So grace does what the law cannot do. 
The law cannot make us clean, it shews us how unclean 
we are, and, therefore, adds to our sorrow and our fear ; 
but when we are made clean it can pronounce us clean, 
and it must pronounce us clean before we can stand in 
the temple above, to offet the sacrifice of praise. And 
when thus made clean, we shall be so clean, that there 
will not be a spot or wrinkle, or any trace of sin left 
to tell that sin ever dwelt or reigned in our hearts, 
" Christ loved the Church, and gave himself for it, 
that he might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing 
of water by the word, that he might present it to him* 
self, a glorious church, not having spot or wrinkle or 
any such thing ; but that it should be holy and without 
blemish." When thus cleansed and purified by grace, 
the law that condemned us, wUl tlitiv. ^.cq^\\. >^%^ ^:cw\ 
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pronounce us clean ; and what the law does, the 
lawgiver will also do. "It is God that justifieth, 
who is he that condemneth 1 " For grace to free us 
from sin — from every stain and taint of its defilement, 
to take us to the law, the very strength of sin, whence sin 
derived its power to condemn us, and to ask the law to 
acquit us and pronounce us clean, and to have the lav 
acquitting us and pronouncing us clean, is a triumph 
which grace alone can accomplish — a triumph not 
over law where law is disregarded, and where it has 
to speak and act contrary to truth and justice. Law 
and justice are here one and the same. When grace 
therefore, makes us clean, it makes us clean not in 
opposition to the law, but in accordance with all its 
holy and just requirements ; for grace fulfils the law, 
grace establishes the law, grace magnifies the law and 
makes it honourable. Instead of disregarding the law 
grace upholds it in all its integrity ; hence the mighti- 
ness of its triumph over sin, which gloried in the law 
as its strength, when it declares our acquittal, and pro- 
nounces us pure and clean every whit. " And that 
ye put on the new man, which after God is created in 
righteousness and true holiness." 
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GRACE TRIUMPHING OVER SIN BY CONFERRING 

ON THE REDEEMED HIGHER BLESSINGS 

THAN SIN TOOK AWAY. 




I. Grace confers a higher life. 

!• K^fJI^T is higher as it comes from a higher 
nature — a nature more closely allied to 
God's. The nature of the first man was 
the work of creation, that of the redeemed is the work 
of regeneration. " Whosoever believeth that Jesus is 
the Christ is bom of God." And as bom or begotten of 
God, their nature is more intimately connected with 
his, than was the created nature of Adam. A created 
nature must be holy, and the life that comes from it a 
holy and a happy life, having its enjoyment in God ; 
but a nature coming from God, as begotten of him, 
has in it elements of joy, strength, and vital power, that 
the nature of the first man possessed not, even when 
reflecting the purity and" righteousness of his Maker's 
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image. " I came that ye might have life, and that ye 
might have it more abundantly." 

2. It is higher also in virtue oi the. relation to God 
into which their higher nature brings them. As born 
of God, they stand related to him as his children — a 
relation the nearest and dearest into which they can 
be brought — a relation by which all the faculties of 
their soul are entwined in holy confiding love around 
him who hath begotten them — and all in full sympathy 
with his loving and fatherly heart. And as bom of 
God, they get nearer to God> they get closer to God, 
for they are indeed nearer to him. He is their Father 
and they are his sons, and as sons they know more of 
his heart, live more in his presence, enjoy freer and 
more intimate communion with him in glory than 
Adam did in paradise, and have a life more joyous, 
more gladsome, more confiding, and more abundant 
than the life which sin took away. 

3. And it is higher also in virtue of their union with 
Christ, (i) By their union with him, the terrible sense 
of distance that Adam must have felt is for ever done 
away with. We have no doubt that whilst enjoying 
in Eden a sense of the closest intimacy with God, 
Adam had also a sense of the terrible distance between 
him and God. But as children of God, begotten of 
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God and united to Christ, the redeemed are brought 
into a relation with God so close that this terrible sense 
of distance is done away with, and a sense of nearness 
realised which only their filial nature and their union to 
the God-man can produce. (2) By their union with 
him, his life— his glorious and resurrection life — be- 
comes theirs, the joy of it theirs, the reward of it theirs, 
and his place in glory theirs, for he takes them all to 
dwell with himself, and to have fellowship with him in 
the love and glory of his Father. (3) And again by 
their union with him he becomes their life. They not 
only live his life and share his glory, but he lives in 
them and is their life. " I live, nevertheless, not I, 
but Christ liveth in me." " When Christ who is our 
life shall appear, then shall ye also appear with him 
in glory," No higher life, no more abundant life, no 
life more divine, no life more full of glory, no life more 
full of God — of the love of God, of the power of God> 
of the wisdom of God, and of the holiness of God ; 
no life more full of the very life that God himself has, 
than the life the redeemed have as having Christ living 
in them as their life. 

4. Once again, the life conferred by grace on the re- 
deemed is higher than the life lost by sin, because it 
brings them into constant and direct content with God. 
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Adam, being placed in the garden to dress it and to 
keep it, had to give much of his time and thoughts to 
his earthly appointed wOrk, but the redeemed in the 
Paradise above are set free from all secular work, and 
their undivided attention is given to the contemplation 
of the glory of God as manifested in the person and 
work of the Redeemer. " Therefore are they before 
the throne of God, and serve him day and night in his 
temple." " Father, I will that they also whom thou 
hast given me, be with me where I am ; that they may 
behold my glory which thou hast given me." 

5. Lastly, the life restored is higher than the life 
lost, as secured in Christ. A life secured has in it a 
glory that excels a life on trial, whose continued 
existence depends on man's will, liable at any moment 
•to be influenced by the temptations of Satan. Such a 
life with its risk of failure, and with conditions which 
are not indeed beyond the power of a holy and 
righteous man to comply with, but which require all 
his faculties to be fully exercised, and every inlet of 
the soul by which sin might enter, to be strictly and 
constantly guarded. Such a life with the overwhelming 
sense of responsibility that must rest on it, and with all 
the uncertainty which the probation it is passing through 
indicates, comes far short of the life secured for the 
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redeemed by the renewing and atoning grace of Jesus 
Christ their living head. 

II. Grace confers a higher righteousness. 

The righteousness taken away was creature-righteous- 
ness. Whatever rank the first naan occupied, whatever 
holiness of heart he had, and whatever wisdom he 
possessed, although he had been the highest, the 
holiest, and most gifted of God's intelligent creation, 
he was still a creature, standing at an infinite distance 
from him by whose power and wisdom he had his 
being ; and as a creature his righteousness was stamped 
with his own character. It bore the weakness and 
imperfection which must ever adhere to all that comes 
from the creature, but the righteousness conferred by 
grace is divine. Christ, although he has two natures, 
the human and the divine, has but one person which 
is divine, the second person of the Godhead ; and hence 
his righteousness is not a human righteousness, or even 
a righteousness with the strength and vital power of 
the divine infused into it. It is divine, all divine, and 
must be all divine, for it is the righteousness of the Son 
of God, the second person of the adorable " I am that 
I AM." And his is the righteousness wherewith grace 
adorns the person and the character of the redeemed, 
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a righteousness having a wonh or a merit, that the 
righteousness of the first man never had. The righteous- 
ness of Adam was simply law-fulfilling and only met the 
claims of the law, and therefore destitute of any merit. 
The obedience of a creature, however perfect, and how- 
ever long continued, and in whatever trying circum- 
stances it may be given, can possess no merit, because it 
can never do more than meet the claims of God's law ; 
but the righteousness of Christ more than meets the law. 
His righteousness is not only law-fulfilling, but law- 
magnifying. He gave what the law never demanded of 
him, and what it had no claim on him to give. As law- 
giver he is above the law. By placing himself of his 
own free will under it and fulfilling all its requirements^ 
he brings in a righteousness infinitely meritorious. Its 
merit is such that it not only delivers those who receive 
it from condemnation, but makes them so righteous, 
that they stand before God, not only fully pardoned 
but fully accepted. The righteousness of Adam gave 
him acceptance and favour with God as long as he 
maintained it, but it could do nothing for him after 
he sinned. After he sinned he stood before God as if 
he had never been righteous ; but the righteousness of 
Christ is so meritorious that the guiltiest, and millions 
of the guiltiest, stand in it before God as if they had never 
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sinned, more righteous by far than ever Adam was, 
even when walking with Ood in all the glory of his ori- 
ginal purity. The righteousness of Christ, the second 
man, is a righteousness whose glory exceeds the right- 
eousness of the first, as far as the glory of the person of 
the second exceeds the glory of the first. ** The first 
man is of the earth, earthy ; the second b the Lord 
from heaven." 

III. Grace confers a higher dominion. 

The earth, teeming with the riches of God, the beast 
of the earth, the fish of the sea, the fowl of the air, 
and the elements in which they lived, were all under 
man's complete control. Of this lower world he was 
the undisputed lord and sovereign ; but vast and rich 
as his dominion was, it was only one of the nooks or 
comers of the mighty and unlimited empire over 
which the redeemed reign. There were regions of 
spirit afid of matter both near and afar off with their 
stores of riches, over which he had no dominion. His 
dominion was limited, theirs is unlimited. 

I. It found its limit in his own wUL In its dominion 
he was but a subject, not the monarch. Being left to 
the freedom of his own will, he was under it, helplessly 
under it, ruled and governed by it. But where his 
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dominion ended, ^and his power did not extend, where 
the monarch of this lower creation was a mere helpless 
subject, there the reign of the redeemed is all power- 
ful. Grace renewing and sanctifying also establishes 
and rules the will. As under grace, the redeemed are 
no longer under the power of a will, mutable, and free 
to choose evil, but of a will established in holiness and 
righteousness, over which grace all powerful and all 
efficacious reigns. 

2. It was also limited by the vast kingdom of evU 
which surrounded it on all sides. Over it another 
monarch, the prince of the power of the air who now 
worketh in the children of disobedience, reigned and 
bade defiance to the lord of thislower creation. Whilst 
in the kingdom of God's lower creation man had entire 
and absolute power, in the kingdom of evil, he was not 
only powerless, he was weakness itself. In his first con- 
flict with evil, by its very breath his crown falls from his 
head. " The crown is fallen from our head, woe unto 
us that we have sinned." But where Adam was weak 
the redeemed are mighty ; where he was weakness they 
are strength ; and where he had no dominion they reign 
supreme. Into the kingdom of evil, which is the 
kingdom of sin, of death, and of hell, which the prince 
of the power of the air arrogantly claims as his, grace 
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lias come, taken him captive, and shut him up in 
everlasting chains, under darkness unto the judgment 
of the great day. Grace is more than a match for 
Satan and all the powers of evil. It subdues all evil, 
all sin and death. It reigns triumphantly over all 
evil. " We are more than conquerors through him that 
loved us." Grace cannot be conquered by evil. It 
conquers and subdues all evil; it reigns as sole 
monarch over sin, over death, over hell, over Satan, 
over principalities, and over all the powers and rulers 
of darkness of this world, and over all spiritual wicked- 
nesses in high places. " And the God of peace shall 
bruise Satan under your feet." " And death and hell 
were cast into the lake of fire." 

3. The dominion of the first man was limited also 
by a vast and unknown kingdom of good, now revealed 
by the incarnation of the Son of Gk)d. All the good 
in the works of creation was his to use, and his to enjoy. 
All created good here below and stores of uncreated 
good, were at his command, for God was his God. 
But there was a kingdom of good to which he had no 
access, and of which he knew nothing, a kingdom of 
which it can be said, " that the least in it is greater 
than he." Christ, by revealing through his incarnation 
the mysteries of the Godhead, and laying open the 
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heart of God, brings his redeemed into a kingdom 
greater and more spiritual, a kingdom full of the love of 
God, and of the glory of God — a kingdom whose glory 
surpasses the glory of man's primeval kingdom as far 
as the work of redemption surpasses the work of crea- 
tion. By creation Adam knew much of God — ^much 
of his wisdom and power, of his goodness and holiness ; 
but there were depths of knowledge lying hid in the 
Godhead, that creation's line, long as it is, could not 
reach. We need another line to reach the deep depths 
of Godhead, the eternal depths of love and mercy, 
and that Une is the incarnation of him who only knows 
the Father, and whose eternal and everlasting dwelling 
place is the bosom of the Father. " No man knoweth 
the Father save the Son and he to whomsoever the Son 
will reveal him." Over this kingdom of knowledge, of 
love and of life, of which Adam knew nothing, the 
glorified reign. All the knowledge of God*s character, 
as a God of love and mercy, of infinite and boundless 
compassion, which the incarnation of Christ has re- 
vealed, belongs to the redeemed. All the love which that 
great event has manifested, all the life it has procured, 
and all the riches it has treasured up in glory — all that 
Christ has revealed by his incarnation, and all he has 
received as the reward of his obedience unto death, 
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is theirs. The kingdom unlimited and eternal, and 
all that it contains, over which Christ now reigns, is the 
kingdom over which they reign in him. He reigns, 
and they reign in him. He reigns over all, and they 
reign over all in him. " I appoint unto you a kingdom, 
as my Father hath appointed unto me." " Fear not, 
little flock ; for it is youi" Father's good pleasure to 
give you the kingdom." *' To him that overcometh 
will I grant to sit with me on my throne." " He 
that overcometh shall inherit all things." And the 
chief, the crowning glory of the dominion received 
by the redeemed is its connexion with Christ. They 
reign with him, and sit with him on his throne ; and 
they reign with him because they reign in him. To 
reign alone, apart from another, and independently of 
another, according to the freedom of one's own will, like 
Adam, might be thought, a higher and more glorious 
position. It is not, however, independence, but de- 
pendence, absolute and entire, that sheds a glory 
on a creature, and on a creature's actions. This is 
what grace does. It brings the redeemed away from 
self, and all dependence on self, to depend on Christ 
alone. It brings them into union with Christ, to live 
in Christ and on Christ ; and Christ to live in them, 
and reign in them \ and their reign in him^ and t\vek 
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dominion over all things in him, is the sure and un- j 
failing foundation of the perpetuity of their dominion. 
Break the connexion between them and Christ, that 
they may reign alone, and they become the subjects, the 
miserable ruined subjects, of sin and death. To reign m 
Christ, is to reign with Christ over a kingdom, free, 
unlimited and eternal, over a kingdom where the know- 
ledge and the love of God fill every heart, and where 
glory in the highest comes up frotn each heart, to 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, world without end. 

IV. Grace confers a higher freedom. 

It confers a separate freedom on the redeemed, which 
unfallen man never had. Man when made was left to 
the freedom of his own will. And who it may be asked 
is freer than a man left to the freedom of his own willt 
Was not the freedom he enjoyed his crowning glory 
and chief excellency ? To be at liberty to do what 
one likes, one might think a state of high moral and 
intellectual excellency, which could not be surpassed. 
We deny not the glory, nor the dignity of this state, 
for it was the state, and it formed part of the image, 
in which God made man : and when he made him 
he pronounced him to be very good. Freedom of will 
IS the glory and chief excellency of a servant on trial 
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for a higher position — freedom not to do as he pleases, 
but freedom to do his master's will. This is the 
freedom that is the glory of a servant, and this was 
Adam's glory as the free loving servant of the Lord. 
But the glory and the chief excellency of the redeemed 
lie in being delivered from the freedom of their own 
will, and being completely under the power of God's 
free and gtacious will — a will infinitely freer and 
stronger, and holier than theirs. God's will, therefore, 
being the measure and extent of their freedom, the 
freedom they enjoy far surpasses that of the first man. 
As redeemed they are not their own; they are the 
Lord's j and as he thinks and wills, so they by grace 
think, will, and act, freely and intelligently. And 
this is their chief glory. God by his grace regulates 
all the movements of their hearts and wills. " It is 
God that worketh in you both to will and to do." 
And here we mark the mighty triumph of grace in 
conferring a freedom commensurate with the freedom 
of God's own will. " If the Son therefore shall make 
you free, ye shall be free indeed." " Stand fast, there- 
fore, in the liberty wherewith Christ hath made us 
free." " I have seen an end of all perfection, but thy 
commandment is exceeding broad." 
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V. Grace confers a higher relation to God. 

I. It raises them to the place and dignity of sons. To 
attain this high and honourable position, man was 
placed on trial in the garden of Eden ; and for the 
trial he was well furnished and well equipped. His heart 
was holy, his will was free, and he was thoroughly in- 
structed in the whole will of the Lord. He had in his 
heart the law to which all his actions were to be con- 
formed, and by which they were all to be tested ; and 
yet he failed to give the required obedience, and to rise 
from the place of a servant to that of a son. For we 
hold with those who believe that the original state of 
man was that of a servant, and not of a son — a servant 
on trial for a higher position. And what position higher 
than that of a son in God's house? Moreover we believe 
that this position, if he had continued in his obedience^ 
would have been his. But the sin of man cannot 
frustrate the purpose of God, and make his eternal 
counsels of none effect " The counsel of the Lord 
standeth for ever, the thoughts of his heart to all 
generations." What the Lord designed to do in 
eternity, he still designs. It was his purpose in 
eternity, we believe, to raise man to the place of a 
son, and to confer on him the honour, the dignity, and 
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the privileges of a son ; and it is his purpose still. 
He DOW takes man whom he has redeemed, and 
justifying him, raises him to the place, and confers 
on him the honour and dignity originally designed 
for him ; and so what man could not attain by means 
of law, he attains by grace. " Behold what manner 
of love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we 
should be called the sons of God ! " " But when the 
fulness of the time was come, God sent forth his son^ 
made of a woman, made under the law, to redeem them 
that were under the law, that we might receive the 
adoption of .sons." And as sons they have got higher 
rights and privileges than unfallen man enjoyed, (i) 
As sons of God they have a right to all the Father 
hath. " Son, all I have is thine." Adam had not this 
right. All things were not his. There was one thing he 
must not touch under pain of death. The fruit of the 
tree of the knowledge of good and evil he could not 
have. But there is no forbidden tree in the Paradise 
above of which the sons of God may not eat. All things 
are theirs — all in God himself and all he has made — 
all created and all uncreated good is theirs, theirs to 
look at, theirs to admire, theirs to possess, and theirs 
to enjoy. And all is theirs in virtue, not of their 
obedience or holiness, but of their sonship. " Son, 
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all I have is thine." " All things are yours for ye arc 
Christ's." (2) As sons they have a more entire and 
absolute dependence^ than Adam had, on God as their 
Father for the performance of the service he requires 
of them. A servant is dependent on himself and on 
bis own means, and on the right use of them, for the 
service he does. He comes into his master's service 
furnished with the qualifications and possessed of the 
ability and means necessary for the discharge of his 
various duties. On this understanding he is engaged, 
and enters his service. On this wise Adam entered 
the service of God, and for this reason and many 
others, we think he was simply a servant and not a 
son — a holy and righteous servant, but still a servant 
— and as a servant he had to look to himself and 
depend on his own means for the right discharge of 
his duty : but, on the other hand, the redeemed, as 
sons, look to their Father, and depend on him and 
on the riches of his grace for the performance of the 
service he requires of them. To him they look and 
in him they find all the wisdom, and all the ability, 
and all the love they need. And this entire and 
absoUite dependence on God their Father, and on 
the richness of his grace, secures their everlasting 
obedience. ''And the servant abideth not in the 



Grace confers a higher relation to God. 103 

house for ever, but the son abideth ever." (3) As 

sons they have a higher enjoyment in God than Adam 

had. As created in his image, Adam could not but 

enjoy God, and his enjoyment in him was great and 

real. He had enjoyment in him as his Lord and 

lawgiver; enjo3niient in his service and in his law. 

His enjoyment was such as none on earth ever had 

save the last Adam, our glorious and risen Head. 

But the enjoyment of the redeemed is greater and 

sweeter still. As sons they get nearer Qod, and have a 

freedom in approaching God ; an intimacy with God, 

and a delight in his law, as the law of their Father, 

unfallen man never had, and see a glory in God as 

their redeeming God and Father, he never saw. (4) 

As sons they have a higher nature than Adam had. 

His was a created nature, holy and righteous, the 

work of infinite wisdom and goodness ; but the nature 

of the redeemed is the work of regenerating grace. 

As begotten or bom of God, they possess the nature 

of him who hath begotten them unto the lively hope 

of the gospel — the filial nature that fits them to take 

their place in the great family of God. Without the 

filial nature, they might, by an act of adoption, be 

treated as sons, cared for as sons, instructed as sons, 

and have all the privileges of sons conferred on them.\ 

1 
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but they could never be loved as sons, nor conld tiiey 
ever love as sons, nor have that holy liberty and free 
access into God*s presence that sons bom of him, 
' and possessing the filial natare, enjoy. Without the 
nature of sons, they never could, by any act of adoption, 
however free and generous, and however righteous, 
possess the spirit of sons, by which they cry ** Abba, 
Father." 

2. Grace raises the redeemed to the dignity of sons m 
Christ. Theirs is not only a son's place; it is the 
place of God's own Son. It is not only all that is 
contained in sonship that is theirs, but all that is con- 
tained in the sonship of Him who is the first-bom 
among many brethren. They and Christ are one. On 
becoming man and man's redeemer, he identified him- 
self with them in their guilt and poverty, and in all their 
ills and woes ; and on becoming sons in him, they 
are identified with him, and are made partakers of 
all he is and of all the fulness of his grace, and of all 
the glory he has received of the Father. His nature 
is the nature they have, for they have both one 
Father. " I ascend unto my Father and your Father." 
His spirit is the spirit that dwells in them. ** And 
because ye are sons, God hath sent forth the spirit 
of his Son into your hearts, crying^ Abba, Father.'^ 
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TheyV?y he has in God the Father, is the joy they have. 
"That my joy may be fulfilled in you." The love 
wherewith he is loved by the Father, is the love where- 
with they are loved. "Thou hast loved them as thou hast 
loved me»" And the glory wherewith he is invested, 
is the glory that invests them. " The glory thou gavest 
me I have given them." As the eternal Son of Gk)d he 
had indeed a glory that was never given him, and that 
glory he never can give to any. But his mediatorial 
glory as the God-man, that glory he gives to all who 
become the children of God by faith in him. ** But as 
many as received hira, to them gave he power," or 
right " to become the sons of God, even to them that 
believe in his name." To be a son in Christ was the 
position, the highest and the most honourable, that 
was set before man in terms of law, and which, through 
law he failed to attain ; but which he attains by the 
riches of that grace that comes to him as a lost sinner, 
and unites him to the Son of God. And here we 
mark again the mighty triumph of grace in raising 
those whom it redeems from sin and guilt, to the place 
not only of sons in God's house, but to the place of 
God's own Son, and in conferring on them the dignity 
and glory of his sonship. 
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VI. Grace confers and secures Infallibility, 

I. It places , the redeemed beyond temptation, Adam was 
placedin the scene of temptation ; and, therefore, ever 
liable to be allured from the path of obedience. He 
was made to be tempted or tried. He was placed in 
the garden to be tempted. The temptation was near. 
The temptation was strong, but the safe-guards thrown 
around him were also strong. The law's threat of 
death, and the promised reward of eternal life, were 
placed around him in Qod's great kindness, as walls 
of defence ; but all in vain. Being left to the freedom 
of his own will, he yielded to the temptation of the 
Evil One, and lost the promised reward. Grace, how- 
ever, places the redeemed, in the paradise above, 
beyond temptation. They are redeemed not to be 
tried, for the trial is past. The Lord in whom they 
stand hath endured the cross, and entered into the 
joy set before him. Neither is heaven the scene of 
temptation, " for nothing that defileth can enter there- 
in." Sin cannot enter there ; the devil cannot enter 
there ; the world cannot enter there ; self-will cannot 
enter there ; death cannot enter there ; nothing that 
defileth can enter there, neither whatsoever worketh 
abomination or maketh a lie, but they which are 
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written in the Lamb's Book of Life. When walls of 
such strength were so easily broken down, under the 
power of temptation ,by man, while inheriting all his 
original purity of character and will, how blessed to 
be in heaven, and how precious the privilege of being 
placed beyond temptation I 

2. Grace secures the infallibility of the redeemed by 
bringing them into union with an infallible head. It is 
Christ's work, not theirs; Christ's worthiness, not theirs ; 
Christ's will, not theirs ; Christ's power, not theirs, that 
keeps them from falling. They may be weak or strong ; 
they may be placed beyond temptation, or placed in 
it ; they may be subjected to trials far greater than 
they have ever been, or they may never know what it 
is to be tried. But it matters not what they may be, 
or what they may be exposed to. Their security lies 
not in themselves ; it lies in him whose grace is 
mighty, because he is mighty ; in him who is the mighty 
God and everlasting Father, and who of God is made 
unto them wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification, 
and redemption ; in him who is their living and infal- 
lible Head. He holds them. He keeps them. His 
strength is their strength. His righteousness is their 
righteousness. His life is their life. His will is their 
will. They stand not in themselves \ they stand isx 
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him, and are represented by him, and from him they 
have all their grace, and all their glory. And come 
what may, standing in him they are safe beyond the 
possibility of ever again being tainted by that which 
expelled the first man from the first Paradise. '* And 
they shall reign for ever and ever," " So shall they ever 
be with the Lord." 
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Chapter I. 

THE VISION OF GOD, BY GRACE, THE HIGHEST AND THE 

CLEAREST. 

I. l^j^jJI^^ C£ gives the redeemed in heaven a sight 
of God as he is. Here we see God in 
all his works, words, and ordinances. 
The glory of his face shin«s forth from them all, is 
impressed on them all, and is reflected from them all. 
It is not, however, the glory or the reflection of his 
face as mirrored forth in these,^that the redeemed in 
heaven see. It is his glorious face itself. " And they 
shall see his face." '* Thine eyes shall see the king 
in his beauty.' " For we shall see him as he is." 

(i). They shall see God as he is, for there will be 
no veil on his face. His works, words, and ordin- 
ances, hang over his face here as a darkening screen^ 
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and through these (as through the lattice) the ^oty 
thai DOW enlightens our souls, must pass. In heaven 
it will pass through no medium, but come directly 
from his unveiled face in Christ " For now we see 
through a glass darkly, but thenf ace to face." 

(2). They shall see him as he is, for there will be 
no veil on their/aces, no cloud of sin or darkness hang- 
ing over their minds to hide his face from them. When 
he comes to them here in the glory of his presence, 
and presents to them in his Son the express image of his 
person, they see him only dimly and darkly, and tiot 
as he is. In heaven, grace shall have done its work ; 
and on their souls purified from every stain of sin, 
no cloud of darkness shall rest to obscure the full- 
orbed face of God as seen in Jesus. ^ When he shall 
appear, we shall be like him, for we shall see him as 
he is." 

(3). They shall see him as he ifi, not as he will be^ for 
they shall see him by sight, and not by faith. Abraham 
saw the day of Christ afar off, and was glad. He 
saw Christ, the face of God, the face upon which John 
so often looked, before that face had any existence ill 
the flesh. He saw it by faith. So did every worshipper 
under the Old Testament who had his conscience 
purged from sin. He saw in every lamb he offered hi 
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inxXhy the lamb of God. In all the blood shed on the 
great sacrificial altar, he saw the blood of the lamb of 
God, whilst that blood was yet unshed, and the lamb 
unprovided, save in God's eternal decree. So likewise 
we, in the promises and prophecies of the word, have 
Christ still presented to us, not indeed as he is, but 
as he will be when he comes in the glory of his Father. 
'^ Of which salvation the prophets have enquired and 
searched diligently, who prophesied of the grace that 
should come unto you : searching what, or what manner 
of time, the spirit of Christ that was in them did 
signify, when it testified beforehand the sufferings of 
Christ, and the glory that should follow." In the 
word God has opened to us his heart, and we see 
much of the love that is in it He has opened to 
us his mind, and we know much of his plans and 
counsels; but we do not yet see him as he is. 
There is still something to see in him, we have not 
seen — some revelation of his glory to be made before 
we see his face as it is. Even Adam in Paradise did 
not see God as he is ; there was even there something 
concealing his face. There were these two mysterious 
trees which indicated that there was a fuller discovery 
to be made of God at some future time ; and even 
angels who excel in wisdom, and who live in his im* 
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mediate presence, do not yet see his face aa it is. But 
when the great work of redemption is completed, the 
redeemed with all whom God will take into his family, 
shall then enjoy this blessed privilege. For we believe 
that no discoveries of God, more glorious, will be 
given than those we have in creation, providence, 
and redemption; and when all the ends and pur- 
poses (of his working hitherto) are accomplished, we 
shall then see in Christ the face of God as it is. 
For then Christ's past glory — the glory of creation 
and providence, and the glory of his incarnation and 
death, will be united with his now future glory — the 
glory of his resurrection life, and of his universal 
dominion, to form his present and abiding glory — ^his 
past, present, and now future glory, uniting to form the 
face on which the redeemed shall ever look with ador- 
ing wonder and admiration. 

2. Grace fills the soul with the brightest light to set 

God as he is. In heaven, God not only presents him- 
self to the redeemed as he is, but fills their souls 
with the brightest and clearest light, that in his light 
they may see light clearly. " God who commanded the 
light to shine out of darkness, hath shined in ova 
hearts to give us the light of the knowledge of the 
glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ." Jesui 
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Christ, the brightest of all lights shining in them, 
enables them to see his glory as presented to them 
from without. They have, therefore, a two-fold light. 
They have the light of glory within them, and the 
light of glory without them. They have Christ shining 
in them, and Christ shining into them ; and by the 
glory of the light revealed in them, they see the glory 
of the light that is revealed to them from without. 
God is both within and without them. He is without 
them, for his presence 611s the whole universe \ fills 
all space and time. He is also within them, as truly 
within them as he is without them ; and the glory of 
his light revealed within them enables them to see 
the glory of his face revealed to them from without. 
They have thus the face of God fully revealed, and 
presented to them without ^a veil, and they have in 
them the brightest and clearest light, lighting up 
their souls to see his face as it is. 

3. Grace gives them the highest power of vision to see 
God as he is. They need light ; but light however 
bright, without the power of vision, or with an imper- 
fect power of vision, cannot enable them to see God 
as he is; We need light, and we need the power of 
vision. Now grace as it purifies and enlightens the soul, 
also enlarges its powers, by bringing into it the truth oC 
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Christ, and the spirit of Christ. And the powers of 
the soul being enlarged, they are enabled to take in 
at one view the full face of God which they cannot 
do here by faith. By faith they can take in only 
a part, and that imperfectly. " Here we see but in 
part." As we fix our minds on the love of God, and 
make it the subject of our devout meditation, our 
attention is withdrawn in part at least, from his justice 
or his truth, or his sovereignty ; and so we find that 
many that love the Lord on earth, whilst directing 
their attention to his love, get so engrossed with it 
that they overlook his justice or sovereignty, or 
some other part of his character. In heaven, how- 
ever, the powers of the soul will be so enlarged, as to 
take in at one view God's full character. The glory 
of his love, as the redeemed shall see it in the crucified 
One, will not hide from them the glory of his justice 
and truth ; and the glory of his mercy will not conceal 
the glory of his wrath, as revealed against all un- 
righteousness and ungodliness of men. When they 
see his love and mercy manifested to them in all their 
strength and tenderness, his justice and truth will at 
the same time appear in their full glory ; for the love 
of God never appears so lovely as when seen along 
with his justice ; nor his mercy so great and precious 
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as when seen along with his law, magnified and made 
honourable. Everything we see in God is glorious. 
Every part of his character, every fragment of it how- 
ever disjointed and broken up, and separated from 
the rest, has a glory in it that excelleth; but how 
glorious and beautiful, and how transforming will be 
the sight of God, when his whole character is seen 
fitly joined and connected together, and seen in its 
full glorious unity at one view ! and this is the sight 
which those that are redeemed by grace shall have 
of God in Christ, the true and only face of God 
that saints and angels shall ever behold. 

4. Grace gives the redeemed the nearest sight of God, 
They may have in them the brightest of all lights, and 
have their soul? enlarged to the fullest, and yet they 
may not see God as he is. Distance may bar the 
sight of his glorious face. They need to be brought 
nigh to God, and God to them ; and this need, grace 
supplies. In the incarnation of his own Son, God has 
come as near to them as it is possible for him to 
come. He has taken their nature, and identified 
himself with them in all things. And by their union 
to him, and their sonship in him, they also have bet 
come one with him in all things. He cannot come 
nearer his redeemed than he is ; and they cannot come 



1 1 8 The Triumph of Grace, 

nearer to him than they are. They are face to face 
with each other. " Thou settest me before thy face for 
ever." Here we complain of distance ; we say to God, 
'* how long standest thou afar off," but in heaven this 
complaint will be unheard. We complain, too, of 
nearness, for some saints on earth have been brought 
so near God, that a veil was needed to hide the glory 
that shone from their faces ; and others of them, as 
John, have been so overpowered by his glory that they 
fell down at his feet as dead. And if the glory of his 
face should now shine forth on us, as it did on John, 
we too would fall as dead, and lie at Jesus feet, help* 
less and prostrate. The sight, however, of God's face 
in heaven, instead of prostrating or unfitting us for 
service, will be the strength of our life, as it will be the 
joy of it through untold ages. And why? Because 
our souls being thoroughly purified and fully enlightened 
and enlarged, will be able to receive fuller and more 
abundant revelations of God's character, A soul 
lighted up with the light of glory, will be able to 
look on God, face to face, whilst a soul lighted up with 
the light of faith, can only look at him as presented 
in his word and ordinances. 

5. Grace gives the redeemed the sight of God that 
satisfies the soul. Here we are not, and cannot be, 
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satisfied by any sight we have of God. Grace creates 
desires in us after God which it cannot satisfy while we 
are in the flesh. It reveals so much of God that is 
glorious and precious, so much that refreshes and 
vivifies our hearts, that we long to see the full glory 
of his face. It brings us so near, and yet leaves us so 
far off, that we cannot abide where it leaves us. We 
must get nearer and nearer to God; we cannot be 
satisfied till grace brings us before him face to face. 
And we read of none that ever saw his face here 
diat were satisfied. Moses, one of the most privi- 
leged of men, who saw more of God than any other 
man, after the vision he had of God, says, " Shew 
me thy glory." He was left unsatisfied; and it 
cannot be otherwise with any of the redeemed while 
on earth. The sight of God, they have here, is dim 
for it is through a glass, and is but the reflection of 
his face ; it is partial — they see only a part; and it is 
unabiding and passing. They now see his glory- in 
the glass, but the glass instantly becomes dimmed, and 
the image it was their privilege to look at, vanishes. 
**^And their eyes were opened, and they knew him, and 
he vanished out of their sight." But the sight of hhn 
in heaven is clear, full and satisfying. His face in its 
fun glory shaR ever be before them, «.tl^ ^^^ ^^5\ 
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ever be before it, and look at it with eyes fully en- 
lightened, never to grow dim. 




Chapter IL 

THE LOVE BY GRACE THE HIGHEST AND THE PUREST. 

I. IH^^Bl^ ^ ^^^ from the fullest communications 
qf God's love. 
The redeemed need none to tell them 
that God loves them ; they require no preacher to pro- 
claim to them that in his Fatherly heart there is a place 
for them. From eternity they were the objects of his 
special love ; now they are the subjects of it. It 
is shed abroad in their hearts, and dwells in them 
in all its purity. " And we have known and believed 
the love that God hath to us." " God is love, and he 
that dwelleth in love, dwelleth in God, and God in 
him." And what is the love wherewith God loves hi» 
redeemed in glory 1 

(i). He loves them as objects of purity ^ as fault- 
less and blameless. Being of purer eyes, than to 
behold iniquity, he cannot but love his own pure and 
spotless image wherever he sees it. (2). He loves them 
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as sans. As sons adopted by him into his own family, 
and partakers of his nature, he must needs love them. 
"Behold what manner of love the Fatherhath bestowed 
on us, that we should be called the sons of God." 
(3). He loves them, as loving and obedient sons. A 
father loves his son as his son, and at all times ; and if 
there are gracious qualities in him, a loving and an 
obedient spirit, he becomes doubly dear to his heart. 
Such a spirit is in all the redeemed ; the spirit of holy 
love and obedience dwells in all of them. (4). He 
loves them as sons, of each of whom it can be said, 
" This my son was dead, and is alive again, and it is 
meet that we should make merry and be glad." A 
father's love to a son that was dead and is alive again, 
must needs be the strongest and tenderest love that 
can dwell in a father's heart. But even this love 
comes far short of the love wherewith the Father loves 
his redeemed, (j). He loves them with the love 
wherewith he loves his own Son, that was dead and is 
alive again. "That the love wherewith thou hast 
loved me may be in them." The love prayed for 
here, is not the love the Father bears to him as his 
eternal Son, that love never can be theirs. God 
never can love the work of his own hands, however 
beautiful and glorious, however mte\]l\%«i\. ^xANnsSc^a 
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and however loving it may be, as he loves his own 
eternal and well beloved Son. The love prayed for 
here, is the love his Father bears to him, as giving 
himself up, at his bidding, to shame and suffering 
to wipe out the stain of dishonour cast on his law 
and character. "Therefore doth my Father love 
me, because I lay down my life, that I might take 
it again." It is this love, the Father bears to him, 
as laying down his life, that is prayed for, and is 
communicated to the redeemed, and returned by 
them to him in all its purity and strength; and 
hence the glor}' of it. " We love God because he first 
loved us." 

2. // is love from the highest appreciation of God*s love, 

(i). Of the strength of God's lOve. Their ap- 
preciation of it arises from the recollection of what 
they were before grace visited them, as contrasted 
with the dignity and blessedness of their present 
position. When grace visited them they were sinners, 
lying in their blood, "When I passed by thee, and 
looked on thee, behold thy time was the time of love." 
"God commendeth his love towards us; whilst we 
were, yet sinners. Christ died for us." In spite of 
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all tiheir uncleanness and enmity, God loVed them, 
and in due time visited them by his graces tuMied 
them froQdi sin, &nd rescued them from miseiy find 
everlasting destruction. They were theti unable to 
appreciate the strength of his love, and of his igrace^ 
in washing them from the filth of their sin. They 
knew not then how filthy they were, nor the misery 
and ruin to which their sin was exposing them, nor 
the eternal weight of glory which awaited them. But 
the work of grace is now comj)let5ed. The judgment 
is past. They have heard the two sentences, " Depart 
ye cursed," and "Come ye blessed of my Father, 
inherit the kingdom." They have seen the wicked go 
away into everlasting;; punishment; and as invited 
they have taken possession of the kingdomi, and 
entered on its blessedness, with the full knowledge 
d[ theif redemption from the curse that once rested 
on them, and still rests on the vast multitude driven 
away frotn God's presence, with whom they were 
associated on earth. Delivered from a curse «o ter- 
rible, and ii^eriting a kindom so glorious, (hey ap- 
preciate, as none others can, the amazing love of 
God in theit redemption. 

(2). Of the personality of God's love, they have the 
iiM^est appreciation. His is a jpersonsd love. "BLe. 
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loved me." He loved me, as if there had been none 
beside me to love. It is not in the mass, God loves 
his redeemed ; it is as individuals. '* I have loved thee 
with an everlasting love." " He calleth his own sheep 
by name." From first to last God's love to them is 
personal They were chosen personally in Christ from 
the foundation of the world, ''Thou art a chosen 
vessel unto me ; " redeemed personally by his blood, 
" He gave himself for me ; " called personally by his 
grace, " God who called me by his grace ; " and they 
are kept personally by his power, " Kept by the power 
of God through faith." " When thou passest through 
the waters, I will be with thee." It is its personality that 
makes it so peculiar and precious. E^ch of them 
can say, he left glory for me; he humbled himself 
for me ; the pains of hell took hold on him for me ; 
he became a curse for me; his blood was shed for 
me. Ah ! who in heaven but those redeemed from 
among men, can sing that sweetest and loftiest of all 
songs, " He loved me and gave himself for me," — 
a song that will be ever new, and ever fresh as ages 
roll on. 

(3). Of the sovereignty of God's love, the redeemed 
will also have the highest appreciation. The count- 
less throng around the throne, who have washed their 
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robes, and made them white in the blood of the Lamb, 
might one and all of them have been doomed to 
endless misery, in that place where the worm dieth 
not and the fire is not quenched ; and those who are 
now consigned to everlasting despair, might, one and 
all of them, have become the objects of his saving 
love and redeeming grace ; for there was nothing in 
those whom he now loves to call forth his love, and 
nothing in those whom he hath passed by and con- 
signed to everlasting woe, to shut up his bowels of 
mercy against them. Why God loves one and not 
another, why he loves an Abel and not a Cain ; — an 
Isaac and not an Ishmael ;— a Jacob and not an Esau ;— 
a Moses and not a Pharaoh ; — a John and not a Judas, 
arises not from anything the one has done, and the 
other has left undone, nor from any evil in the one 
which was not in the other. In searching for the reason 
of God's love to them, they find it not in themselves, 
but in the sovereignty of his free and gracious will. 
It is the knowledge of this solemn fact, that enables 
them above all others, to appreciate and to adore his 
love. None, as they, have such a high sense of its 
freeness and sovereignty. They know that there was 
nothing in them to elicit his love in any measure^ far 
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less to elicit a lore so pure and strong as that with 
which they are lovecL 

3. It is iave that is ever h^ at its highest. 

(i). By an abiding principle of love in them. ** Ood 
is love." His nature is essentially love and loving. 
His love from all eternity has been flowing in one 
full and unbroken stream toward his own Son. ^ Thou 
lovedest me before the foundation of the worid.^ No 
seal ever sealed the fountain of God's love. It has 
been love ever active and ever going out to him^ that 
is able to receive and appreciate it, and to return it in 
its purity and full strength. And as God^s nature is 
essentially 4ove and loving ; so is the nature of the 
redeemed ; as he roust love, so must they. If their 
love were drawn out; or eUcited simply by acts of 
kindness, they m^ht cease to love ; but having his 
loving nature, indestructible and immortal, they must 
continue to love him, with all the unabating ardour of 
their loving hearts ; hence the glory of their love. 

(2) By constant communications of God's love to 
them, their love is ever kept at its highest There are 
many things on earth to interrupt the full flow of 
God's redeeming love. By the coldness and worldli^ 
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ness of the heart as yet imperfectly sanctified, by the 
darkness of the mind but partially enlightened to see 
the glory of the cross, through which bis love comes, 
and by the unbelief that adheres to all this imperfection, 
its fuU flow is continually arrested. But in heaven it will 
flow without letor hindrance. As Christ has by his death 
opened a way for it from Qod's heart into theirs ; so 
the spirit, by his indwelling presence, keeps their hearts 
open to receive it as it flows throi^gh this new and 
living way. But their hearts are not merely opened 
or passive, they open and pant with the most intense 
longing to receive his love in all its fulness. We have 
here then an open channel through the cross of 
Christ, A chancel deep enough and broad enough to 
allow God's love to flow in its full strength, and we 
have the hearts of the redeemed not only kept open 
by the indwelling presence of the spirit of love ; but 
we have the heart itself intelligent, holy, and loying, 
panting after Qod's love as it flows in its freeness and 
fulness ; and hence their love is ever kept in its highest 
state of fervency. 

(3X ^y ^ constant ^nd unbri^ken sight of Christy the 
love of the redeemed in glory is ^ver kept at its 
highest Here our love flows and ebbs; it comes 
and goes, increases or diminishesi, as Christ is seen or 
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unseen, as faith draws aside the veil, and reveals his 
glory, or as unbelief clouds the mind, and darkens our 
mental vbion ; here it has its ups and downs, and is 
ever changing and ever liable to change. In heaven 
it will be constant, for no veil will ever come between 
the glorified and Christ's face to conceal his g^ry. 
Their eyes once fixed, will be for ever and immove- 
ably fixed on him. No work, no exercise they engage 
in, will ever withdraw their eyes from him ; but all 
their work and exercises will only fix them more 
steadily and more intelligently on him, as the supreme 
object of their love. And as their eyes will be for 
ever fixed on him, his will be for ever fixed on them ; 
and therefore there can be no interruption of God's 
love to them, and no interruption of theirs to him. 

(4). By a constant increase of OocTs love with their 
ever enlarging hearts, the love of the redeemed will 
be kept at its highest. There is progress in heaven 
rapid and endless, progress God-ward, in the knowledge 
and love of God. The hearts of the glorified by 
the sight of him who washed them in his blood, and 
redeemed them unto God, will be ever enlarging; and 
as they enlarge the love of God will be communicated 
more abundantly. The supply will ever be commen* 
surate with the demand. As it increases, the supply 
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will increase, and fill thdr ever-enlarging hearts and 
keep their love in the highest state of fervency. Never 
ifx a moment will there be any abatement of its 
fervour ; it will ever grow warmer, stronger, and more 
intelligent. And it cannot be otherwise. How could 
its fervour diminish with their eye ever resting on 
the glory of the slain lamb, and with their hearts as 
they enlarge, ever filling with his redeeming love. 
Here our love is ever changing; in heaven it changes 
not, save by increase ; and its increase is its glory, as 
it is the increase of a living, loving soul growing up 
unto the perfect love of God. And From this perfect 
love, there comes up to God glory in the highest 

4. It is love identical with^ or of the same nature as^ 

Chrisfs, 

His is the highest, the purest, and most intelligent 
love wherewith God is loved — a love from which he 
receives glory in the highest, a love that satisfies him 
and is commensurate with the infinite capacity of 
his loving heart. No higher, no holier love can the 
Father receive, than the love wherewith he is loved 
by the Son. And the love of the glorified is identical 
with his ; it is a drop from the same great ocean, and 
partakes of the same gracious qualities as his. 
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(i). It comes from the iame hUBwU^ of God*8 
character as his. By his humiliation on earth he 
acquired a knowledge of the Father's l)«art*aftd 
character which he had not when lying in his bosom 
as the sole object of his Fatherly love. !By the thiogl 
he suffered on earth, he acquired a new and peculiar 
experience of the Father's justice and holiness; ti 
his severity and love — an experience giving him the 
highest appreciation of his infinite glory. On becoming 
the Father's servant to do his wiH, he became the 
receiver of all his love ; but he became also the bearer 
of all his wrath. By the power of his Father's wiath 
he was driven from his presence into the region of 
darlcness and death, where we hear his cry, " My (jod, 
my God, why hast thou forsaken me." ** My soul 
is exceeding sorrowful, even unto death." Whilst 
justice i¥as exercised on him in all its severity, 
as the sin bearer of his people^ love, foil and fVee, 
was filling his heart, as his Father^s willing and 
obedient servant, and carrying him triumphantly 
through all his sufferings. " Therefore doth ray Father 
love me^ because I lay down my life." This new ex* 
perience of the righteousness and h<^iness of his Fathered 
character gives him a new and higher apptteciation of 
the infinite glory and majesty of the Father^ andcaU^ 
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forth his strongest and tenderest love. And the glorified 
have a like experience. As sinners they have had his 
iieverity exercised toward them ; and as sons delighting 
|o be the willing and obedient servants of the Father, 
they have had all his goodness and love lavished on 
them. They have been made to pass through fire and 
through w^ter, to a wealthy place. They have beea 
ca3t down, but not forsaken. They have been made 
to sit in; darkness, and. in the region and shadow of 
death, and been again received into the light and made 
ta sit with Christ in heavenly places. It is Uiis know- 
ledge they have acquired of God's character in his 
dealings with them that gives them such a high sense 
of his transcendent glory, and makes his redeeming 
love so precious unto them. His wrath, as manifested 
against all their unrighteousness and ungodliness, 
throws a pew light upon his mercy, and reveals him in 
t.he fulnessi of his glory ; and at the same time gives 
them, as it gave the Redeemer, a; new and sweeter 
sense of his love. 

(2). It is love conning from the same deliverance as 
Christ's. Tlie Redj2e«ner and the redeemed have beea 
together in, the same depths of humiliation ; the same 
shame and the same sorrows have been meted Qut to 
bQth 'y the s^me biUow^ bave: passed, over them.; the 
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same curse and the same darkness have rested on 
them \ the same pains have taken hold of them, and 
the same death has laid hold of both. There is no 
sorrow or suflfering which the redeemer has passed 
through, to which, in kind, the redeemed ore strangers ; 
and there is no affliction they have passed through 
which has not visited him. " For we have not an high 
priest that cannot be touched with a feeling of our in- 
firmities, but was in all points tempted like as we are, 
yet without sin.*' And the same deliverance calls 
forth from both the same love and the same adoring 
gratitude. 

(3). It is love from the same relation to God as 
Christ's. His love is the love of a son, so is theirs ; 
they are all sons in him, and all love God as their 
Father. The love of Christ as a son is not, however, 
to be compared with the love a son has to his earthly 
father — that love may be increased or diminished, 
or even quenched ; but Christ's love cannot be dimin- 
ished nor quenched. " Many waters cannot quench 
love, neither can the floods drown it." And the love 
of the glorified as sons in him is like unto his ; it 
cannot be quenched nor diminished. For the filial 
nature and the filial spirit of which they are partakers 
secure that it shall abide and manifest itself in then: 
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holy obedience, and in their song of everlasting praise^ 
. (4). It is love, the same in purity as Christ's. In 
his love there is no taint of selfishness. It is pure as 
the heart from which it comes. He loves the Father, 
not only for his wonderful deliverance from death and 
the grave, and for his exaltation to the throne of glory ; 
but he loves him as his Father, for the glory of his 
character. So do the redeemed. They have many 
strong and powerful motives to draw their hearts to 
the Lord. Their life has been redeemed from de- 
struction ; they have been exalted to sit with Christ, 
and honoured to share his glory ; but what he has 
done for them, and in them, by his grace is not what 
their hearts rest on ; they rest on himself, on his own 
glorious person. It is not simply his love or his 
holiness, as manifested in their. redemption, that their 
hearts rest on \ it is on himself, the holy, the righteous 
and loving one \ it is God himself they love. 

** I will not gaze on glory, 
But on my King of Grace." 

These manifestations of himself are but the scaffolding 
by which their hearts rise up to the pure and holy love of 
his divine being as Father, Son, and Holy Ghost ; they 
are the magnetic influences that excite their loving 
hearts to love him who first loved them, and gave his 
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Son to be a propitiation for their sins. If we admire love 
and holiness as manifested in our redemption > hoir 
much more must we admire God himself, in whom alf 
glory dwelleth, when we stand before him face to face* 
and see him as he is ! Such is the glory of the heavenly 
love, the highest, the purest, and the most intelligent 
wherewith God is loved — a love ever new and ever 
fresh — a love from which God will for ever receive 
glory in the highest. 



Chapter III. 

THE SERVICE BY GRACE, THE HIGHEST,, AND THE FREEST. 

I . HUU^aIK Tis a service regulated by law-^and tk^refifrc 




not a service of will-worship, 

(i). The glorified are not freed from 
the law by what grace has made them. Grace has re- 
newed them, and the instincts of their renewed natures 
prompt and lead to service, constant and hearty. The 
strongest desire of their hearts is to please the Lord in 
all things. Service is the element of their life, and their 
highest liberty. They cannot but serve. Their hoiy 
natures are in agony, an4 are ever agonising taserve. 
With hearts so holy and loving, and minds- so- 
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fully enlightened to apprehend and appreciate the 
glory of God, they might give to him a service, both 
in kind and in spirit, that would be accepta,ble. But 
4f left to serve apart from law, according to their 
awn discretion or the instincts of their holy nature, 
cthey never could be assured of its acceptance. And 
.the more they desired to please him, and the more 
devotedly they served him, and the more heartily they 
cast themselves at his feet to worship him, the more 
•would they long for some expression of his will. 
To -satisfy the instincts of their renewed natures so 
ardently set on service, they must have an outward 
law embodying the will of their Lord. (2.) They 
are not freed from the law by what they see of 
God's ^iory by grace. Their vision .of God is clear 
and bright they see him face to face. They now 
, see in ihim a glory they never saw on earth by faith, 
and feel an;obligation lying on them to serve him that 
they never did before. And from the glory they see in 
him, they are ever constrained to fall down and worship 
ihim J but however lovingly they mightbe constrained to 
serve him from what they see in him, and whatever 
might be the amount of their service — yet, apart from 
law, they never could know whether their service met 
the requirements of his divine will. They need 
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something more than a sight of his face; they 
need to know his will to give him a perfect sendee, 
and to enjoy perfect blessedness. (3.) They arc 
not freed from the law by the lave implanted in 
them by grace. The lore of Gk)d, his eternal and 
unchangeable lore — the love that gave Christ to be 
a propitiation for their sins, kept burning in their 
hearts, constrains them to live for God, and God 
only; but their service without the law, the ex- 
pression of his will, requiring and prescribing the 
precise nature and amount of it, would be a service, 
more or less, of will-worship. Love, the strongest 
that can dwell in a human' heart, can be no substi- 
tute for the law of God. Love is not law ; it is but 
the fulfilment of law; it can never tell us what is 
the service that will please the Lord. A service in 
ignorance, however sincerely, and however lovingly, 
given, and to whatever amount, would still be a service 
of will-worship. Grace therefore, whilst sanctifying 
and enlightening their minds, and communicating to 
hem the hig hest love which it is possible for created 
beings toreceive, writes the law on their hearts, and 
gives them the full knowledge of God's will ; and there- 
fore frees them from every care, and every anxiety 
ai)d every fear^ that would be connected with their 
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aervice, if left to serve according to the instincts of 
their renewed natures. And hence their blessedness 
to have their hearts, and wills, and all their thoughts 
cegulated by the law, that law which is the full expres- 
sion of their Lord's will. 

1. It is a service that fulfils the law, and therefore a 
service that is perfect. The service of heaven is not 
only regulated by law; it meets its highest claims. 
Heaven is not only the place of true loyalty, and of 
loving and adoring submission to the Lord's will ; it 
is the place where every feeling, and desire, and every 
imagination of the thoughts of the glorified are in 
conformity with the law. If it were otherwise ; if there 
were any defect, either in their spirit, or in their ser- 
vice, they could not be in heaven, where nothing that 
defileth can ever enter. We cannot conceive of grace 
blotting out their sin, widiout enabling them to meet 
the claims of the law. Grace is the fulfilment of law, 
and therefore grace without obedience is not grace ; 
grace with an imperfect obedience is imperfect 
grace ; and grace with a perfect obedience is perfect 
grace — grace with its work completed. Here grace is 
imperfect, and all our service is imperfect ; in heaven 
it is perfect. Here we see only the rude outlines of 
the work of grace, the faint lineaments of the image 
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which the soul bears in heaven. Here we consent to* 
the law that is good ; in heaven we fulfil it. Here light: 
struggles with darkness, and flesh with spirit; here wer 
cannot do the things that we would ; here we wodd 
be perfect, and give a perfect service. In heaven we 
shall be perfect, and our service perfect. ** Be ye per- 
fect, even as your Father in heaven is perfect,'* is a 
command that will receive its complete fulfilment vot 
heaven. 

3. li is a service without the ctmstraints of law,, and 
therefore a service of the highest freedom. Whilst, under 
law — strict, stem, and uncompromising— they never- 
theless serve from chcHce. It is not simply fioai s* 
sense of duty, or any felt obligation lying on them. \ nor 
from Uie power of a tender and enlightened conscience, 
that the glorified serve. Whilst their conscience most 
readily responds to the law that it is good^ and holy, 
and just, their wills as readily and freely comply with 
its requirements. Whilst conscience proclaims that it 
is their duty to serve, the will gives its heartiest con- 
sent. A service from a sense of duty, or for conscience 
sake, would be cold, stiff, and formal, and have in it 
little of that free, hearty service, from which God 
smells a sweet savour. They serve from choice. Aid 
theirs is not a blind, but an intelligent choice. Thcf 
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know whom they serve \ ior they see his glory. They 
stand before the Lamb that was slain, and who hath 
redeemed them by his blood ; and looking at him wha 
is now the glory of heaven, they see the glory of 
obedience, and the cry of each is, ** Truly I am 
thy servant, I am thy servant and the son of thine 
handmaid ; thou hast loosed my bonds.'' If there 
be loyalty anjrwhere^ it is in heaven ; if there be 
obedience anywhere, it is in heaven ; if law receives 
its fulfilment anjrwhere, it is in heaven ; and if there 
be freedom anywhere in yielding obedience, it is in 
heaven, for there all serve from choice. It is not / 
must, but / wiU, I do serve the Lord. Grace has 
written the law in the heart, and the heart and the 
law are no more twain but one. Long separated and 
bitterly hostile to each other, they are now one in^ the 
bonds of eternal brotherhood. Grace having created 
the heart anew, the law finds in it its warmest place, 
and the heart finds the law, its truest, best, and only 
guide. The will choosing the law, and the heart 
embracing it, the truest liberty must be enjoyed, and 
the heartiest service given — the service from which 
there comes glory to God in the highest 

4. // is a service without the penalty of iaWy and 
therefore a service without ftcur^ for fear genderetK t<v 
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bondage. A penalty is annexed to every law, human 
and divine, where there is any possibility of failure or 
of shortcoming, as in the case of the first man when 
under the first covenant. By being left to the free- 
dom of his own will, there was no certainty of his 
continuing in a course of loyal subjection to the Lord, 
whose servant he was. But with the service of 
Christ, who of his own free will became Qod*s ser- 
vant, there was no penalty connected; for being 
God as well as man, there was no risk or possibility 
of any failure. And being under no penalty he 
was ever free from that slavish spirit of fear which 
forms an element in every service with which a 
penalty is connected. And as there was no penalty 
in his case, there can be none in theirs; for the 
grace which frees them from sin brings them into 
union with him as their infallible head, and places 
them beyond the possibility of failure ; and failure 
being impossible, no penalty threatens them, to mar 
the joy and the freedom of their service. If death, 
the only penalty of disobedience, were placed before 
them, and the anger of God and separation from bis 
presence were contemplated as a possibility, thdr 
service would, on that very account, become a service 
of fear ever gendering to bondage, and tend to create 
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within them a spirit of disobedience. By removing 
the penalty, and placing them beyond the possibility 
of failure, grace casts out every fear, and removes 
every disposition that would lead to disobedience. 
How blessed to serve when the fear of death, which 
was ever before them on earth, and which was ever 
before Adam even in innocency, will be cast out, and 
when death itself will be for ever abolished ! "And 
there shall be no more curse, but the throne of God 
and of the Lamb shall be in it, and his servants shall 
serve him." " That he would grant unto us, that we 
being delivered out of the hand of our enemies, might 
serve him without fear, in holiness and righteousness 
before him, all the days of our life." 

5. // is a service without the rewards of law, and 
therefore a service free from every taint of selfishness. 
Adam had a reward set before him. He was to have 
a higher life and a higher position if he continued in 
his state of holy* loving obedience ; but the glorified 
have their reward already, and have entered on the 
enjoyment of it. There is no life and no position 
to be theirs, higher than they already possess. The 
glory of Christ is already theirs j his righteousness is 
theirs ; his life is theirs ; his joy is theirs ; his position 
is theirs, for as kings and priests they sit with him oa 
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his throne ; the crown of righteousness is theirs ; and 
the palm of victory already waves in their bandi., 
They do not serve in hope of any reward to l)e 
received at some future and far distant period. Alt 
the reward they shall ever have is theirs already ; for 
Christ is theirs, in whom dwells all the fulness of the 
Godhead bodily. " All things are yours, for ye are 
Christ's, and Christ is God's." A service given in 
hope of reward would introduce into it an element 
of selfishness to mar its purity. But selfishness can 
have no place in the service of the glorified. As 
sons of God, all things are already theirs ; and herein 
lies the transcendent glory of their service — a service 
free from every taint of selfishness, and therefore a 
service that gives glory to God in the highest. 

6. It is a service from love, the purest and most dis- 
interested, (i.) The glorified serve from love, not 
from a sense of duty: Ser^dce from a sense of duty is 
hard and grievous^ and may be given up or neglected ; 
but love is the fire that keeps their sacrifice of praise 
ever burning, and the oil that renders all their 
service easy and joyful. (2.) The glorified serve 
from love, not from reason. Service that comes from 
reason, from the justness and fitness of it, may also be 
neglected ; for reason may be silenced and cease to 



The service, by grace^ the highest and the freest, 143 

influence us to give what God demands ; but love can- 
not be silenced nor quenched. " Many waters cannot 
qtlench love, neither can the floods drown it" (3.) 
The glorified serve from love, not from privilege. 
Service given from privilege, is also cold and heartless 
in comparison with a service of love, for even it may 
, be dispensed with. But a service springing from love, 
from God's eternal and unchangeable love shed 
abroad in the heart, must continue through all ages. 
(4.) The glorified serve from love, not from the happi- 
ness that flows from it \ for even their own happiness 
is a cord too weak to bind them to God, and God's 
throne ; for we know that happiness could not bind 
man, even when bearing his maker's image, to the 
throne of God ; but love, pure and disinterested, the 
love which springs from those wonderful and matchless 
displays of God's love, and which is ever flowing into 
their hearts and creating love in them, the love 
which comes to them throogh the cross of Christ, 
through a law magnified and made honourable, that 
love binds them eternally to God, in holy loving obedi- 
ence. Love is the enduring and ever abiding clement 
of their service — love as unquenchable, and as inde- 
structible, as the love of God. Without love, I am 
^^ as sounding brass, or a tinkling cymbal." 
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But the love wherewith the glorified serve, is no 
common love. It is love in the highest, created and 
kept in exercise by the highest displays of Grod's match- 
less love. And it is love from the highest appreciation 
of the glory of God, of his character and law, as seen 
in the cross of Christ. Theirs is a service from the 
purest and most disinterested love. Duty, reason, 
privilege, and happiness are swallowed up, and forgot- 
ten as motives, in the blaze of glory that shines forth 
from God's face, as seen in Jesus their adorable re- 
deemer. " And the angel said unto them fear not, for 
behold I bring you good tidings of great joy which 
shall be to all people, for unto you is born this day 
in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the 
Lord." " And suddenly there was with the angel a 
multitude of the heavenly host, praising God, and say- 
ing glory to God in the highest^ and on earth peace, 
goodwill toward men." 

The triumph of grace is complete, sin and death 
are subdued, the soul is purified, man is raised to the 
highest position in God's universe, and God is glorified 
in the highest. " Unto him that loved us, and washed 
us from our sins in his own blood, and hath made 
us kings and priests unto God and his Father ; to him 
be glory and dominion for ever and ever. Amen." 



ABSBSItBK 

PRINTKD BY AHTHUR KIKO AKD COVPAXT, riKAM ntlimCRa AHD STntROTVrKRt 
•LABK'h COVKX, top UF RROAD tTKKBT. 



) 



-*. 



? \. 



i 



